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1.0 INTRODUCTION 

This Initial Study/Mitigated Negative Declaration (IS/MND) has been prepared in accordance with 
relevant provisions of the California Environmental Quality Act (CEQA) of 1970, as amended, and the 
CEQA Guidelines, as revised. This IS/MND evaluates the environmental effects of the Lift Station No. 1 
Replacement Project (proposed project). The project site is located within the Rainbow Municipal Water 
District (District) service area) near the center of the unincorporated community of Bonsall in the County 
of San Diego. The District is the lead agency for the proposed project. The IS/MND includes the following 
components: 

• A Draft MND and the formal findings made by the District that the project would not result in 
significant effects on the environment, as identified in the IS Checklist. 

• A detailed Project Description. 

• The CEQA IS Checklist, which provides standards to evaluate the potential for significant 
environmental impacts from the proposed project, is adapted from Appendix G of the CEQA 
Guidelines. The project is evaluated in 20 environmental issue categories to determine whether 
the project’s environmental impacts would be significant in any category. Brief discussions are 
provided that further substantiate the project’s anticipated environmental impacts in each 
category. 

Because the proposed project fits into the definition of a “project” under Public Resources Code 
Section 21065 requiring discretionary approval by the District and because it could result in a significant 
effect on the environment, the project is subject to CEQA review. The IS Checklist was prepared to 
determine the appropriate environmental document to satisfy CEQA requirements: an Environmental 
Impact Report, an MND, or a Negative Declaration. The analysis in this IS Checklist supports the 
conclusion that the project would not result in significant environmental impacts with the incorporation 
of mitigation measures; therefore, an MND has been prepared. 

This IS/MND will be circulated for 30 days for public and agency review, during which time individuals 
and agencies may submit comments on the adequacy of the environmental review. Following the public 
review period, the District will consider any comments received on the IS/MND when deciding whether 
to adopt the MND. 

2.0 PROJECT DESCRIPTION 

2.1 Project 

Lift Station No. 1 Replacement Project 

2.2 Lead Agency 

Rainbow Municipal Water District 
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2.3 Contact Person and Phone 

Malik Tamimi, Engineering Project Manager 
Rainbow Municipal Water District 
(760) 728-1178 ext. 173 

2.4 Project Location  

The proposed project is generally located in the unincorporated community of Bonsall, west of 
Interstate 15 and approximately 12 miles inland from the Pacific Ocean in northwest San Diego County, 
California (Figure 1, Regional Location Map). More specifically, the project alignment is located along 
Old River Road, Golf Club Drive, Camino Del Rey, and a segment of State Route (SR) 76 from where it 
intersects with Camino Del Rey/Olive Hill Road to approximately 0.25 mile north of where it meets 
South Mission Road (Figure 2, Project Alignment).  

2.5 General Plan Designations 

Public Agency Lands, Public/Semi-Public Facilities, General Commercial, Village Residential (VR-7.3), 
Semi-Rural Residential (SR-10), Rural Lands (RL-40), Public Agency Lands, and Open Space (Recreational). 

2.6 Zoning 

Commercial and Office, Open Space, Agricultural, Rural Residential, Residential - Variable 

2.7 Project Description 

Background 

The District provides water distribution and wastewater collection to the unincorporated communities 
of Rainbow and Bonsall, and portions of Pala, Fallbrook and the city of Vista in northern inland San Diego 
County. The District service area, which covers approximately 82 square miles, is responsible for 
providing sewer service to approximately 2,500 households and businesses within its service area mainly 
along the SR 76 corridor. The District’s service area comprises a primarily gravity flow system of 
collection pipes, six lift stations, and 10.5 miles of transmission main. All wastewater collected within 
the District is transmitted to the San Luis Rey Wastewater Treatment Plant (SLRWTP), which is owned 
and operated by the City of Oceanside and located at 3950 North River Road in Oceanside, CA. The 
District owns, through contract with the City of Oceanside, capacity to treat 1.5 million gallons of 
sewage per day at the SLRWTP. The District does not currently provide its own wastewater treatment of 
any kind; however, the District maintains the pipelines and pumping equipment within the District to 
the connection (outfall) to the City of Oceanside.  

The proposed project would involve improvements to facilities associated with the District’s existing Lift 
Station No. 1 (LS1) (Figure 2). LS1 would be retained in place and protected during construction of 
adjacent facilities. The proposed project includes two new lift stations (Thoroughbred LS and 
Schoolhouse LS), and the installation of seven segments of new sewer main to replace existing sewer 
main; each of these project components is described further below, following a brief description of the 
District’s existing facilities associated with LS1. 
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Existing Facilities 

LS1 is located along Old River Road near the intersection with Golf Club Drive in the unincorporated 
community of Bonsall (Figure 2). LS1 is fed by two existing primary gravity sewer lines: the Northwest 
(LS1-NW) Interceptor and the Northeast (LS1-NE) Interceptor. The LS1-NW Interceptor lies along SR 76, 
where multiple sewer lines collect to it. The LS1-NW Interceptor then turns southeast and flows parallel 
to Camino Del Rey under the San Luis Rey River (River) through an inverted siphon, then along, but to 
the west of, Old River Road in the vicinity of Bonsall Elementary School to Moosa Creek where it meets 
and combines with the LS1-NE Interceptor. The LS1-NE Interceptor runs through the old San Luis Rey 
Downs Golf Course east of Bonsall Elementary School before combining with LS1-NW just west of Old 
River Road.  

Once the two interceptors combine, the flows pass below Moosa Creek by gravity to the existing LS1. 
LS1 pumps through a relatively short force main, which discharges into a gravity sewer line located in 
Old River Road. Flows then travel almost 7,500 feet in a southwesterly direction to the District’s existing 
Lift Station 2 (LS2) (Figure 2).  

Proposed Project  

The existing LS1 and associated sewer system is undersized for current and predicted future flows 
which, in combination with its current condition, requires replacement. To address the capacity problem 
and avoid the installation of a replacement inverted siphon across the River, the District proposes to 
split the flows associated with existing LS1 into two new lift stations—one for each of the two primary 
interceptors (LS1-NW and LS1-NE) described above. This would be accomplished by constructing two 
new lift stations, one on each side of the River: Thoroughbred LS on the northwest side and Schoolhouse 
LS on the southeast side (Figure 2). Each lift station would provide partial replacement of existing LS1. 
Following implementation of Phase 1 of the proposed project (described in detail below), the 
combination of Thoroughbred LS and Schoolhouse LS would fully replace existing LS1.  

Thoroughbred Lift Station 

Thoroughbred LS would be installed within Assessor’s Parcel Number (APN) 126-452-01-00, which is 
located at the southwestern corner of the intersection of SR 76 and Thoroughbred Lane (Figure 2). 
Thoroughbred LS is designed with a rated capacity of approximately 2,000 gallons per minute (gpm) and 
includes the following primary components: 

• Four (two duty and two standby) 50-horsepower (HP) submersible wastewater pumps housed in 
an acoustic enclosure inside the lift station structure; 

• Two 10-foot diameter precast concrete wet wells; 

• One approximately 400,000-gallon emergency/operational storage basin; 

• One 175-kilowatt (kW) standby generator, housed in a building; and  

• A 6-foot concrete masonry unit (CMU) wall to fully enclose the site. 
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Schoolhouse Lift Station 

Schoolhouse LS would be installed within Lot 25 of the new Golf Green Estates Development along Old 
River Road (Figure 2). Schoolhouse LS is designed with a rated capacity of approximately 550 gpm and 
includes the following primary components: 

• Two (one duty and one standby) 10-HP submersible wastewater pumps;  

• One 12-foot diameter precast concrete wet well; 

• One approximately 100,000-gallon emergency storage basin; 

• One 50-kW standby generator, housed in an acoustic enclosure and surrounded by a sound 
attenuating wall; and 

• An existing 6-foot concrete masonry unit (CMU) wall currently surrounds half of the site; the 
proposed project would complete the wall to fully enclose the site. 

New/Replacement Sewer Mains 

The project would install a total of approximately 21,000 linear feet (LF) of new sewer/force main to 
replace existing pipelines of a similar length. New pipelines would be installed within roadways and 
existing trenches as much as possible. Details of each new/replacement sewer/force main are as 
follows:  

• LS2 Gravity Main. Approximately 7,800 LF of new 20- to 21-inch polyvinyl chloride (PVC) would 
parallel the existing LS2 gravity main that runs southwest towards LS2 along Old River Road. The 
replacement LS2 Gravity Main would be installed in Old River Road. 

• Golf Club Drive Gravity Main. The existing 6-inch and 8-inch sewer main along Golf Club Drive 
near the intersection with Old River Road would be replaced with approximately 500 LF of new 
8-inch PVC gravity main in the same trench, where possible, within Golf Club Drive. The 
replacement Golf Club Drive Gravity Main would convey wastewater from residences to a new 
manhole where the new Thoroughbred Force Main would also discharge. 

• Schoolhouse Force Main. A force main of approximately 650 LF of new 6- to 14-inch PVC and 
ductile iron (DI) would be installed in a northeasterly direction from the proposed Schoolhouse 
LS location to a trench in Old River Road where it would discharge into a new manhole at the 
upstream end of the LS2 Gravity Main to convey the wastewater to LS2. The Schoolhouse Force 
Main would be attached to the side of the bridge where Old River Road crosses Moosa Creek. 
The 6-inch force main would combine with the 12-inch Thoroughbred Force Main after entering 
the street (Old River Road) and become a 14-inch combined force main.  

• LS1-NE Gravity Main. Approximately 3,900 LF of 14-inch PVC would be installed along Camino 
Del Rey and Old River Road from a point of diversion of the existing LS1-NE Interceptor on the 
north end of the old San Luis Rey Downs Golf Course to the proposed Schoolhouse LS. This new 
gravity main alignment would replace the existing LS1-NE to the south of the point of diversion. 



 

Lift Station No. 1 Replacement Project November 2020 
Initial Study Checklist / Mitigated Negative Declaration Page 5 

Once the replacement LS1-NE is operational, the existing LS1-NE alignment that runs east of the 
school would be disconnected and abandoned in place. 

• Thoroughbred Force Main. A force main of approximately 3,700 LF of new 10- to 12-inch PVC 
and DI would be installed from the Thoroughbred LS to where it would combine with the 
Schoolhouse Force Main near Schoolhouse LS and become a 14-inch combined force main in Old 
River Road, prior to discharging into the manhole at the junction of Golf Club Drive and Old River 
Road. The force main would convey wastewater in a southerly direction to just west of SR 76, 
then in a southeasterly direction along Camino Del Rey. The Thoroughbred Force Main would be 
installed using trenchless methods (e.g., slip lining, cured-in-place pipe lining, or other 
trenchless methods) where it would cross the intersection of Olive Hill Road/Camino Del Rey 
and SR 76. The Thoroughbred Force Main would be attached to the side of the bridge where 
Camino Del Rey crosses the River, and then would continue in a southerly direction within Old 
River Road.  

• Olive Hill Gravity Main. The existing 8-inch sewer main along Olive Hill Road connects to the 
LS1-NW interceptor at the intersection of Olive Hill Road/Camino Del Rey and SR 76. The Olive 
Hill Gravity Main would be rerouted prior to connecting to the LS1-NW interceptor and would 
convey wastewater in a northerly direction just west of and parallel to SR 76 to the 
Thoroughbred LS. Approximately 1,000 LF of new 8-inch PVC gravity main would be installed. 
The gravity main would include a trenchless crossing (e.g., microtunneling, open shield 
tunneling, or other trenchless methods) under an existing concrete storm channel.  

• LS1-NW Gravity Main. Approximately 3,000 LF of 18-inch PVC would be installed along a 
segment of SR 76 from the proposed Thoroughbred LS to approximately 0.25 mile north of 
South Mission Road. This new gravity main alignment would replace the existing 12-inch 
LS1-NW pipeline to the north of the Thoroughbred Lane, and the existing LS1-NW south of 
Thoroughbred Lane to and east of Olive Hill Road would be abandoned in place. The gravity 
main would include a trenchless crossing (e.g., microtunneling, open shield tunneling, or other 
trenchless methods) under Ostrich Farms Creek, approximately 550 feet south of South Mission 
Road. 

Construction Phasing 

The project would be implemented in three phases. Phase 1 is anticipated to begin in August 2021 and 
construction would take approximately 12 months. Phase 1 would include construction of the 
Thoroughbred LS, installation of the Thoroughbred Force Main from the Thoroughbred LS to the existing 
manhole that the LS1 Force Main currently discharges to, the installation of the replacement LS1-NW 
gravity main north of the Thoroughbred LS, and the installation of the new gravity main from Olive Hill 
Road to Thoroughbred LS.  

Phase 2 would include installing a new parallel gravity main alongside the existing LS2 gravity main and 
replacing the Golf Club Drive gravity sewer mains south of Moosa Creek.  

Phase 3 would include the construction of the Schoolhouse LS, installation of the Schoolhouse Force 
Main from the Schoolhouse LS to the intersection with the Thoroughbred Force Main in Old River Road, 
and installation of the replacement LS1-NW gravity main. After both the Thoroughbred LS and the 
Schoolhouse LS are fully operational, the existing LS1 would be removed from service and demolished.  
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Project Design Features 

The proposed project includes a number of design features that have been built into the project to avoid 
or minimize environmental impacts. The District is responsible for working with the construction 
contractor to ensure each project design feature is implemented and carried out at the appropriate 
time. The following features were assumed in the analysis: 

Air Quality 

• To reduce the effects to sensitive receptors, the project would comply with all applicable San 
Diego Air Pollution Control District (SDAPCD) Rules and Regulations, including Rule 55 related to 
fugitive dust emissions during construction, as a matter of project design. Rule 55 requires the 
following: 

1. No person shall engage in construction or demolition activity in a manner that discharges 
visible dust emissions into the atmosphere beyond the property line for a period or periods 
aggregating more than 3 minutes in any 60-minute period; and  

2. Visible roadway dust as a result of active operations, spillage from transport trucks, erosion, 
or track-out/carry-out shall be minimized by the use of any of the equally effective 
trackout/carry-out and erosion control measures listed in Rule 55 that apply to the project 
or operation. These measures include: track-out grates or gravel beds at each egress point; 
wheel-washing at each egress during muddy conditions; soil binders, chemical soil 
stabilizers, geotextiles, mulching, or seeding; watering for dust control; and using secured 
tarps or cargo covering, watering, or treating of transported material for outbound 
transport trucks. Erosion control measures must be removed at the conclusion of each 
workday when active operations cease, or every 24 hours for continuous operations. 

• Diesel emissions control measures would be implemented during project construction as a 
matter of project design; such measures require the construction fleet to use any combination 
of diesel catalytic converters, diesel oxidation catalysts, diesel particulate filters and utilize 
California Air Resources Board (CARB)/U.S. Environmental Protection Agency (USEPA) Engine 
Certification Tier 3, or other equivalent methods approved by CARB.  

Biological Resources  

• As a matter of project design and following installation of the LS1-NE main, the trenched area at 
the northeastern end of the alignment (off Camino del Rey in the former golf course) would be 
returned to its pre-impact contours and revegetated with a native seed mix appropriate to the 
surrounding area. 

• Where the proposed alignment crosses Moosa Creek and the San Luis Rey River, new sewer 
main would be suspended from existing bridges. In the northern portion of the alignment, sewer 
main would be installed across drainages between Olive Hill Road and the Thoroughbred LS and 
between the Thoroughbred LS and South Mission Road using trenchless methods 
(e.g., microtunneling, open shield tunneling, or other trenchless methods ). Launching and 
receiving pits for trenchless methods would be dug in disturbed areas within the ROW. By 
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implementing this precaution as a matter of project design, impacts to non-wetland waters of 
the U.S. or waters of the State would be avoided.  

• Impacts to non-wetland waters (seasonal drainage channels and streambed) along Old River 
Road would be avoided by employing construction fencing and flagging where the waters meet 
Old River Road (as shown on Figures 5 and 6 of the project Biological Resources Letter Report 
[BLR]). By implementing this precaution as a matter of project design, impacts to non-wetland 
waters of the U.S. or waters of the State would be avoided.  

• Impacts to sensitive vegetation communities would be avoided by employing construction 
fencing and flagging where such communities occur adjacent to the impact area (as shown on 
Figures 7a through 7d of the project BLR). By implementing this precaution as a matter of 
project design, impacts to sensitive vegetation communities would be avoided. 

Hazards and Hazardous Materials 

• As a matter of project design, the construction contractor would be required to prepare and 
comply with a traffic control plan which would include measures to minimize effects related to 
lane closures and ensure safe passage of evacuees or emergency response vehicles.  

Hydrology and Water Quality 

• A Storm Water Pollution Prevention Plan (SWPPP) would be prepared and implemented by the 
District and construction contractor. The SWPPP would include specific best management 
practices (BMPs) to avoid or reduce potential impacts related to the use and potential discharge 
of construction-related hazardous materials. 

• During project construction, site design, source control, and treatment control BMPs would be 
implemented to prevent construction-related runoff (containing sediments, oil and grease, etc.) 
from entering the existing storm drain system. BMPs usually include a variety of measures to 
prevent discharge from entering the storm drain system, such as sandbags, silt fences, or tarps 
blocking the drains.  

• BMPs prescribed in the SWPPP also would minimize on- and off-site erosion and drainage 
alteration impacts through implementation of temporary sediment control measures. 

• Roadways would be returned to their original elevation and contours following completion of 
construction, thereby returning the storm drain collection system to its original state. 

Transportation and Traffic 

• The construction contractor would be required to prepare and implement a construction traffic 
control plan as a matter of project design to avoid significant construction-related impacts to 
nearby streets and intersections. The traffic control plan should include ingress and egress to 
and from the project site, as well as designated haul routes and use of flag persons. 

• Trenchless methods (e.g., slip lining, cured-in-place pipe lining, or other trenchless methods) 
would be used to install sewer main below the intersection of Camino Del Rey and SR 76.  
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2.8 Surrounding Land Uses and Project Setting 

The location of the proposed project is within the unincorporated community of Bonsall. Bonsall is a 
rural community in the foothills of the Peninsular Mountain Range in northern San Diego County. Local 
topography is characterized by hills, valleys, and the River corridor adjacent to SR 76. Development in 
the area is predominantly low density, estate-type residential, with commercial activity centered in the 
Mission Road/Olive Hill Road and SR 76 area. The Bonsall Elementary School is located east of the 
intersection of Old River Road and Camino Del Rey. Land uses in the area also include agriculture and 
equestrian facilities. 

As described above and shown on Figure 2, the proposed project involves improvements to sewer 
facilities located along SR 76, Camino Del Rey, Old River Road, and Golf Club Drive. The existing LS2 is 
located at the intersection of Old River Road and Little Gopher Canyon Road. The project proposes 
replacement of existing gravity main from LS2 to Golf Club Drive within the right-of way of Old River 
Road, which is surrounded by open space and agricultural land uses. Approximately 0.4 mile north of 
where Old River Road passes Dentro De Lomas Road, Old River Road bisects small residential subdivision 
as it approaches Golf Club Drive. Old River Road then turns 90 degrees northwest and continues towards 
Camino Del Rey. Disturbed land west of Old River Road in this area contains the site for the proposed 
Schoolhouse LS and an area where a future residential development is currently under construction 
(Golf Green Estates). On the east side of Old River Road across from the proposed Schoolhouse LS site is 
the North County Fire Protection District Station 5, and further north is the Bonsall Elementary School 
campus. Land that was formerly the San Luis Rey Downs golf course is located throughout the 
northeastern portion of the project area. 

From Old River Road, Camino Del Rey crosses the River and connects to SR 76 at a signalized 
intersection. There is a gas station and a commercial/retail center near the site for the proposed 
Thoroughbred LS at the northeastern corner of this intersection between where Olive Hill Road 
continues westward and where Thoroughbred Lane intersects SR 76. A small residential development of 
approximately 80 homes lies to the west of SR 76, northwest of the proposed Thoroughbred LS and 
roughly 285 feet from the proposed replacement gravity main.  

2.9 Other Required Agency Approvals 

The District is both the project proponent and the Lead Agency under CEQA. In its role as Lead Agency, 
the District is responsible for ensuring the adequacy of this IS/MND. Internal review and approvals 
would be handled by District staff. 

Encroachment permits from the County of San Diego and the California Department of Transportation 
(Caltrans) would be required for work within roadway and bridge rights-of-way. 

2.10 Consultation with California Native American Tribes Traditionally and 

Culturally Affiliated with the Project Area Pursuant to Public Resources 

Code Section (PRC) 21080.3.1 

In August of 2016, 28 local tribal groups and individuals were contacted based on recommendations 
from the Native American Heritage Commission (NAHC). A record search of the Sacred Lands file held by 
the NAHC returned with negative results. 
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3.0 ENVIRONMENTAL CHECKLIST 

This section analyzes the potential environmental impacts which may result from the proposed project. 
For the evaluation of potential impacts, the questions in the Initial Study Checklist are stated and 
answers are provided according to the analysis undertaken as part of the Initial Study. The analysis 
considers the project’s short-term impacts (i.e., construction-related), and its operational or day-to-day 
impacts. For each question, there are four possible responses. They include: 

1. No Impact. Future development arising from the project’s implementation will not have any 
measurable environmental impact on the environment and no additional analysis is required. 

2. Less Than Significant Impact. The development associated with project implementation will have the 
potential to impact the environment; these impacts, however, will be less than the levels or 
thresholds that are considered significant, and no additional analysis is required. 

3. Potentially Significant Unless Mitigated. The development will have the potential to generate 
impacts which may be considered as a significant effect on the environment, although mitigation 
measures or changes to the project’s physical or operational characteristics can reduce these 
impacts to levels that are less than significant. 

4. Potentially Significant Impact. Future implementation will have impacts that are considered 
significant, and additional analysis is required to identify mitigation measures that could reduce 
these impacts to less than significant levels. 

3.1 Aesthetics 
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Would the project:     

a. Have a substantial adverse effect on a scenic vista?     
b. Substantially damage scenic resources, including, but not limited to, 

trees, rock outcroppings, and historic buildings within a state scenic 
highway? 

    

c. In non-urbanized areas, substantially degrade the existing visual 
character or quality of public views of the site and its surroundings? 
(Public views are those that are experienced from publicly accessible 
vantage point). If the project is in an urbanized area, would the 
project conflict with applicable zoning and other regulations 
governing scenic quality? 

    

d. Create a new source of substantial light or glare that would adversely 
affect day or nighttime views in the area?     

 
a. Have a substantial adverse effect on a scenic vista? Less Than Significant Impact. The San Marcos 

Mountains, located approximately five miles southeast of the proposed project, are an important 
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visual landmark for the community of Bonsall (County of San Diego [County] 2011a). Old River Road 
is a County-designated scenic road for the rural mountain views it provides (County 2011b). 
Additionally, the River and Moosa Creek are considered valuable visual resources for the scenic 
riparian woodland habitat that they support (County 2011b). Although the project area contains 
numerous visual resources, project-related effects on scenic vistas would be both minimal and 
temporary as they would only occur during construction. Upon completion of construction, the 
proposed pipelines would be underground and would have no impact on scenic vistas. The proposed 
lift stations would be small above-ground structures located near existing residential and 
commercial structures. The proposed lift stations would not obstruct views; therefore, the proposed 
project would result in less than significant impacts to scenic vistas. 

b. Substantially damage scenic resources, including, but not limited to, trees, rock outcroppings, and 
historic buildings within a state scenic highway? No Impact. SR 76 is listed as an Eligible State Scenic 
Highway–Not Officially Designated on the California Scenic Highway Mapping System website 
(Caltrans 2016). As described above in Response 3.1a, there are numerous scenic resources within 
the project area; however, impacts to visual resources would be minimal and temporary and 
confined to construction activities. Additionally, the majority of the proposed project would be 
placed underground within the ROW of non-highway roads. The proposed lift stations would be 
small above-ground structures immediately adjacent to an area planned for residential development 
(Schoolhouse LS) and an area of existing residential and commercial development (Thoroughbred 
LS). Implementation of the proposed project would not damage surrounding trees or rock 
outcroppings. The proposed project would have no impact on scenic resources within a State-
designated scenic highway. 

c. In non-urbanized areas, substantially degrade the existing visual character or quality of public views 
of the site and its surroundings? (Public views are those that are experienced from publicly accessible 
vantage point). If the project is in an urbanized area, would the project conflict with applicable 
zoning and other regulations governing scenic quality? Less Than Significant Impact. The existing 
visual quality of the site is considered high due to the scenic rural landscape. During the 
construction period, the presence of construction vehicles, equipment, and staging area(s) would 
result in short-term visual effects to the project site and its surroundings. Due to the short-term 
nature of these potential effects, however, impacts related to existing visual character or quality of 
the site and surrounding areas would be less than significant during construction. Upon project 
completion, all materials associated with construction would be removed and the roads and 
surrounding areas would be restored to their original condition. As stated under 3.1a above, the 
proposed lift stations would be small above-ground structures adjacent to existing and planned 
development and would not degrade visual character or quality of public views of the site and its 
surroundings. Therefore, impacts related to existing visual character or quality of the site and 
surrounding areas would remain less than significant upon project completion. 

d. Create a new source of substantial light or glare that would adversely affect day or nighttime views 
in the area? Less Than Significant Impact. The proposed project involves underground pipelines that 
would not be visible and would not require any associated lighting. The proposed lift stations would 
be small above-ground structures, and any associated security lighting would be shielded and aimed 
downward so as not to shine or produce glare for adjacent street traffic or surrounding land uses. 
Project construction would primarily occur during daylight hours, during which time no lighting 
would be required. Night work may be required to minimize effects on motorized traffic for some 
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segments of the proposed project, which would require appropriate lighting; however, this would be 
a temporary impact and, therefore, would be less than significant.  

3.2 Agriculture and Forestry Resources 
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Would the project:     

a. Convert Prime Farmland, Unique Farmland, or Farmland of Statewide 
Importance as depicted on maps prepared pursuant to the Farmland 
Mapping and Monitoring Program of the California Resources 
Agency? 

    

b. Conflict with existing zoning for agricultural use, or a Williamson Act 
Contract?     

c. Conflict with existing zoning for, or cause rezoning of, forest land (as 
defined in Public Resources Code 12220(g)), timberland (as defined 
by Public Resources Code Section 4526), or timberland zoned 
Timberland Production (as defined by Government Code section 
51104(g))? 

    

d. Result in the loss of forest land or conversion of forest land to non-
forest use?     

e. Involve other changes in the existing environment which, due to their 
location or nature, could result in conversion of Farmland, to non-
agricultural use or conversion of forest land to non-forest use? 

    

 
a. Convert Prime Farmland, Unique Farmland, or Farmland of Statewide Importance as depicted on 

maps prepared pursuant to the Farmland Mapping and Monitoring Program of the California 
Resources Agency? No Impact. Designated land uses within the project area do include agricultural 
uses (CDC 2012); however, project implementation would not result in conversion of existing 
farmland to non-agricultural uses. Therefore, the project would not affect an agricultural resource 
area and would have no impacts to designated Prime Farmland, Unique Farmland, or Farmland of 
Statewide Importance. 

b. Conflict with existing zoning for agricultural use, or a Williamson Act Contract? No Impact. There are 
no Williamson Act Contracts in the project area (CDC 2013). Implementation of the project would 
involve improvements to sewer facilities such as underground pipelines and would not result in 
conflicts with existing zoning for agricultural use. No associated impacts would occur.  

c. Conflict with existing zoning for, or cause rezoning of, forest land (as defined in Public Resources 
Code 12220(g)), timberland (as defined by Public Resources Code Section 4526), or timberland zoned 
Timberland Production (as defined by Government Code section 51104(g))? No Impact. The project 
site is not designated or zoned for forest land, timberland, or timberland zoned Timberland 
Production. Therefore, implementation of the project would not conflict with existing zoning for 
such lands, and no impact would occur. 
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d. Result in the loss of forest land or conversion of forest land to non-forest use? No Impact. As 
previously stated, the project site is not located in an area designated as forest land. Accordingly, 
project implementation would not convert forest land to non-forest use, and no impact would 
occur.  

e. Involve other changes in the existing environment which, due to their location or nature, could result 
in conversion of Farmland, to non-agricultural use or conversion of forest land to non-forest use? No 
Impact. There are no agricultural operations or timberland production operations within the project 
site or vicinity. The project does not propose changes that could result in conversion of Farmland to 
non-agricultural use or conversion of forest land to non-forest use. No impact would occur. 

3.3 Air Quality 
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Would the project:     

a. Conflict with or obstruct implementation of the applicable air quality 
plan?     

b. Result in a cumulatively considerable net increase of any criteria 
pollutant for which the project region is non-attainment under an 
applicable federal or state ambient air quality standard? 

    

c. Expose sensitive receptors to substantial pollutant concentrations?     
d. Result in other emissions (such as those leading to odors) adversely 

affecting a substantial number of people?     

 
The following discussion is based on air emissions calculations and modeling prepared by HELIX 
Environmental Planning, Inc. (HELIX 2020a). The output worksheets are included as Appendix A to this 
IS/MND.  

a. Conflict with or obstruct implementation of the applicable air quality plan? No Impact. The SDAPCD 
is the government agency that regulates sources of air pollution within the County. Currently, the 
San Diego Air Basin is in “non-attainment” status for criteria pollutants ozone (O3), 10-micron or less 
particulate matter (PM10), and 2.5-micron or less particulate matter (PM2.5). The SDAPCD developed 
a Regional Air Quality Strategy (RAQS), the applicable air quality plan, to provide control measures 
to achieve attainment status for these criteria pollutants. The RAQS relies on information from the 
CARB and the San Diego Association of Governments (SANDAG), including mobile and area source 
emissions and information regarding projecting growth in the County, to project future emissions 
and then determine strategies necessary for the reduction of emissions through regulatory controls. 
The CARB mobile source emission projections and SANDAG growth projections are based on 
population and vehicle trends and land use plans developed by the cities and the County. Projects 
that propose development that are consistent with the growth anticipated by the general plans are 
therefore consistent with the RAQS.  
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The project would not result in a significant air quality impact from operational activity, as described 
further in Item 3.3b. Moreover, as discussed in Item 3.14a, under Population and Housing, the 
proposed project does not include growth-generating components. As such, the proposed project is 
consistent with the General Plan and would be consistent with the RAQS. No impact would occur.  

b. Result in a cumulatively considerable net increase of any criteria pollutant for which the project 
region is non-attainment under an applicable federal or state ambient air quality standard? Less 
Than Significant Impact. Air quality is defined by ambient air concentrations of six specific 
pollutants identified by the USEPA to be of concern with respect to health and welfare of the 
general public. These pollutants include ozone, carbon monoxide (CO), nitrogen dioxide, PM10, 
PM2.5, sulfur dioxide, and lead. The primary source of air pollutants generated by the proposed 
project would be emissions associated with temporary construction activities.  

Construction  

Construction of the proposed project would result in temporary increases in air pollutant and dust 
emissions generated primarily from construction equipment exhaust, earth disturbance/excavation, 
construction worker vehicle trips, and heavy-duty truck trips. Construction emissions were 
calculated using the South Coast Air Quality Control District’s California Emissions Estimator Model 
(CalEEMod) emissions inventory model. Detailed construction emissions assumptions and CalEEMod 
inputs and outputs are provided in Appendix A.  

Table 1, Estimated Maximum Daily Construction Emissions, provides a summary of the daily 
construction emission estimates by construction phase. The maximum daily emissions are provided 
for each individual phase, as well as a total amount of emissions that assumes that all three phases 
would overlap concurrently. 

Screening thresholds established by the SDAPCD have been used based on SDAPCD Rules 20.2 and 
20.3 Air Quality Impact Analysis (AQIA) trigger levels for new or modified stationary sources to 
determine significance for air emissions impacts. According to Rules 20.2 and 20.3, if these 
incremental levels are exceeded, an AQIA must be conducted to demonstrate that the project would 
not cause or contribute to a violation of an air quality standard. For CEQA purposes, these 
screening-level thresholds can be used to demonstrate that a project’s emissions would not result in 
a significant impact to air quality. Because the AQIA thresholds do not address reactive organic 
gases (ROG), the screening-level for ROG used in this analysis has been adopted from the County’s 
Guidelines for Determining Significance. For PM2.5, the USEPA’s “Final Clean Air Rule to Implement 
the Fine Particle National Ambient Air Quality Standards” recommends a significance threshold of 
10 tons per year, which equates to 55 pounds per day. The screening level thresholds are included in 
Table 1.  
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Table 1 
ESTIMATED MAXIMUM DAILY CONSTRUCTION EMISSIONS 

(pounds/day) 

Emission Source ROG NOX CO SOX PM10 PM2.5 

Phase 1 4 46 31 <1 6 3 

Phase 2 4 46 31 <1 6 3 

Phase 3 4 46 31 <1 6 3 

Maximum Daily Emissions 12 140 94 <1 18 10 

Screening Level Threshold 75 250 550 250 100 55 

Exceeds Threshold? No No No No No No 
Note: The results represent the maximum daily mitigated on- and off-site emissions for each phase, rounded to 
the nearest whole number (see Appendix A). 
ROG = reactive organic gas; NOX = nitrogen oxides; CO = carbon monoxide; SOX = sulfur oxides; PM10 = particulate 
matter 10 microns or less in diameter; PM2.5 = particulate matter 2.5 microns or less in diameter  

 
As shown in the table, none of the criteria pollutant emissions would exceed the respective 
screening thresholds. Thus, construction-related air quality impacts would be less than significant. 

Sensitive receptors, including adjacent residents within the subdivisions along portions of Old River 
Road and Golf Club Drive, would be exposed to particulate matter (fugitive dust) emissions during 
the construction period. This would be a temporary construction impact, which would exist on a 
short-term basis during, and would cease upon completion of, construction. To reduce the effects to 
sensitive receptors, the project would comply with all applicable SDAPCD Rules and Regulations, 
including Rule 55 related to fugitive dust emissions, as a matter of project design. Rule 55 requires 
the following: 

1. No person shall engage in construction or demolition activity in a manner that discharges 
visible dust emissions into the atmosphere beyond the property line for a period or periods 
aggregating more than 3 minutes in any 60-minute period; and  

2. Visible roadway dust as a result of active operations, spillage from transport trucks, erosion, 
or track-out/carry-out shall be minimized by the use of any of the equally effective 
trackout/carry-out and erosion control measures listed in Rule 55 that apply to the project 
or operation. These measures include: track-out grates or gravel beds at each egress point; 
wheel-washing at each egress during muddy conditions; soil binders, chemical soil 
stabilizers, geotextiles, mulching, or seeding; watering for dust control; and using secured 
tarps or cargo covering, watering, or treating of transported material for outbound 
transport trucks. Erosion control measures must be removed at the conclusion of each work 
day when active operations cease, or every 24 hours for continuous operations. 

Operations  

Following the construction of the project, activities on site would be limited to routine maintenance 
of the operational wastewater facilities. The electricity usage of the lift station pumps is not 
expected to result in the generation of criteria air pollutants; it would, however, be expected to 
generate greenhouse gas (GHG) emissions (see Section 3.8).  

The two standby generators at the two lift stations are assumed to run approximately 15 minutes 
per month for maintenance and testing purposes, as well as when normal power supply is lost. The 
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results of the CalEEMod calculations for project operations can be found in Appendix A. Criteria 
pollutant emissions would be less than one pound per day and would not exceed their respective 
screening thresholds. Thus, operations-related air quality impacts would be less than significant.  

Based on the foregoing, criteria pollutant emissions impacts from project construction and 
operations would be less than significant.  

c. Expose sensitive receptors to substantial pollutant concentrations? Less Than Significant Impact. 
Sensitive populations (i.e., children, senior citizens, and acutely or chronically ill people) are more 
susceptible to the effects of air pollution than are the general population. Sensitive receptors along 
the project alignment include single-family residences, Bonsall Community Church, and Bonsall 
Elementary School. As discussed above in 3.3b, the project would not generate substantial 
concentrations of criteria pollutants. Diesel exhaust particulate matter would be emitted from heavy 
equipment used during project construction, however. Diesel exhaust particulate matter in 
California is known to contain carcinogenic compounds. The risks associated with carcinogenic 
effects are typically evaluated based on a lifetime of chronic exposure (i.e., 24 hours per day, 
365 days per year for 70 years). Because emissions of diesel exhaust would be temporary and short-
term, construction of the project would not result in long-term chronic lifetime exposure to diesel 
exhaust from heavy equipment. In addition, diesel emissions control measures would be 
implemented during project construction as project design features that would require the 
construction fleet to use any combination of diesel catalytic converters, diesel oxidation catalysts, 
diesel particulate filters CARB/USEPA Engine Certification Tier 3 equipment, or other equivalent 
methods approved by CARB. Therefore, air quality impacts related to the exposure of sensitive 
receptors to substantial pollutant concentrations would be less than significant. 

d. Result in other emissions (such as those leading to odors) adversely affecting a substantial number of 
people? Less Than Significant Impact. The proposed project would install replacement wastewater 
infrastructure components, a use that is not likely to generate nuisance odors, as all equipment but 
the proposed Schoolhouse LS and Thoroughbred LS would be located underground. Each proposed 
lift station would be equipped with an odor control system designed to neutralize hydrogen sulfide 
and other odors. Diesel exhaust from construction vehicles may create odors noticeable at 
residences adjacent to the project site; however, the diesel exhaust odors would be temporary, 
occurring for relatively short periods of time. Associated impacts would be less than significant.  

3.4 Biological Resources 
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Would the project:      

a. Have a substantial adverse effect, either directly or through habitat 
modifications, on any species identified as a candidate, sensitive, or 
special status species in local or regional plans, policies, or 
regulations, or by the California Department of Fish and Game or U.S. 
Fish and Wildlife Service? 

    
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b. Have a substantial adverse effect on any riparian habitat or other 
sensitive natural community identified in local or regional plans, 
policies, regulations or by the California Department of Fish and 
Game or U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service? 

    

c. Have a substantial adverse effect on federally protected wetlands as 
defined by Section 404 of the Clean Water Act (including, but not 
limited to, marsh, vernal pool, coastal, etc.) through direct removal, 
filling, hydrological interruption, or other means? 

    

d. Interfere substantially with the movement of any native resident or 
migratory fish or wildlife species or with established native resident 
or migratory wildlife corridors, or impede the use of native wildlife 
nursery sites? 

    

e. Conflict with any local policies or ordinances protecting biological 
resources, such as a tree preservation policy or ordinance?     

f. Conflict with the provisions of an adopted Habitat Conservation Plan, 
Natural Community Conservation Plan, or other approved local, 
regional, or state habitat conservation plan? 

    

 
A BLR for the project was prepared by HELIX (2020b) to document the biological conditions within the 
project study area, identify the potential for sensitive resources to occur within the study area, and 
evaluate the potential for project impacts. The results and conclusions of the survey and report are 
summarized herein, and the report is included as Appendix B to this IS/MND. 

a. Have a substantial adverse effect, either directly or through habitat modifications, on any species 
identified as a candidate, sensitive, or special status species in local or regional plans, policies, or 
regulations, or by the California Department of Fish and Wildlife or U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service? 
Potentially Significant Unless Mitigated.  

Plant Species 

Special-status plant species are those listed as federally threatened or endangered by the U.S. Fish 
and Wildlife Service (USFWS); State listed as threatened or endangered or considered sensitive by 
the California Department of Fish and Wildlife (CDFW); and/or, are California Native Plant Society 
(CNPS) List 1A, 1B, or 2 species, as recognized in the CNPS’ Inventory of Rare and Endangered 
Vascular Plants of California and consistent with the CEQA Guidelines. A search of the USFWS, 
California Natural Diversity Database (CNDDB), and CNPS species records reported in the project 
vicinity did not result in any point records for sensitive plant species on or immediately adjacent to 
the project alignment. A total of 38 sensitive plant species reported in the project vicinity were 
analyzed for their potential to occur. Of these, only a single species was determined to have a high 
potential to occur within the study area: Robinson’s peppergrass (Lepidium virginicum var. 
robinsonii), an herbaceous annual plant. No special status plant species were observed in the study 
area during the September 2014, July and August 2016, and October 2017 general biological surveys 
conducted for the project. A focused plant survey was conducted by HELIX in May 2020 for 
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San Diego Ambrosia (Ambrosia pumila). No plants were found. The majority of the project alignment 
is characterized by developed land within and immediately adjacent to Old River Road, Camino del 
Rey, and Golf Club Drive, and disturbed land associated with the former golf course. However, areas 
of Diegan coastal sage scrub, which is where Robinson’s peppergrass tends to occur, are located on 
the east side of Old River Road adjacent to but outside of the alignment (i.e., outside of the project 
impact area; refer to BLR Figures 7a through 7d). No impacts to Diegan coastal sage scrub would 
occur as a result of the project; as such, significant impacts to sensitive plant species, specifically 
Robinson’s peppergrass, would not occur. 

Animal Species 

Special-status animal species are those listed as threatened or endangered, proposed for listing, or 
candidates for listing by the USFWS and considered sensitive animals by the CDFW. A search of the 
USFWS and CNDDB species records reported in the project vicinity did not result in any point 
records for sensitive animal species on or immediately adjacent to the project alignment. A total of 
47 sensitive animal species reported in the project vicinity were analyzed for their potential to 
occur. Of these, five species were determined to have a high potential to occur within the study 
area: Cooper’s hawk (Accipiter cooperi), yellow-breasted chat (Icteria virens), coastal California 
gnatcatcher (Polioptila californica californica), least Bell’s vireo (Vireo bellii pusillus), and San Diego 
black-tailed jackrabbit (Lepus californicus bennettii). As described above, the majority of the project 
alignment is characterized by developed and disturbed land, with areas of sensitive habitat including 
Diegan coastal sage scrub, mule fat scrub, southern cottonwood-willow riparian forest, and 
southern willow scrub generally occurring to the east and west of Old River Road, primarily south of 
the former golf course (refer to BLR Figures 4a-4d and 7a-7d)). Suitable avian habitat along Old River 
Road occurs off site and outside of the proposed sewer main alignment (riparian habitat and coastal 
sage scrub); suitable habitat for San Diego black-tailed jackrabbit occurs east of Old River Road, in 
both sensitive (non-native grassland) and disturbed areas. While direct impacts to Diegan coastal 
sage scrub, mule fat scrub, southern cottonwood-willow riparian forest, and southern willow scrub 
would not occur as a result of the project, temporary indirect noise impacts resulting from 
construction activities could affect the avian species that occupy those habitats during their 
respective breeding seasons: coastal California gnatcatcher (February 15 through August 31); 
raptors (January 15 through July 15); or least Bell’s vireo and yellow-breasted chat (March 15 
through September 15). Potentially significant impacts would occur if noise from construction 
resulted in these species failing to breed or abandoning a nest.  

Indirect noise impacts could occur along Old River Road south of the former San Luis Rey Downs 
Golf Club, where the proposed sewer main alignment is adjacent to southern cottonwood-willow 
riparian forest, southern willow scrub and Diegan coastal sage scrub. Noise in excess of an hourly 
average (LEQ) of 60 A-weighted decibels (dBA) could disrupt nesting activities in habitat that occurs 
within 500 feet of work areas and that falls within the 60 dBA LEQ noise contour. Construction-
generated noise during periods outside of the breeding seasons for each respective species would 
not be considered a significant impact.  

While one acre of non-native grassland, one of the habitats suitable for San Diego black-tailed jack 
rabbit, would be directly impacted by project construction, it would be a temporary impact 
associated with trenching for the proposed segment of LS1-NE gravity main that would occur in the 
off-road area within the former golf course (Figure 2). As a matter of project design, the trenched 
area would be returned to its pre-impact contours and revegetated with a native seed mix 



 

Lift Station No. 1 Replacement Project November 2020 
Initial Study Checklist / Mitigated Negative Declaration Page 19 

appropriate to the surrounding area following installation of the LS1-NE main. Based on 
implementation of this design measure, associated temporary impacts would be less than significant 
and mitigation would not be required.  

Nesting Birds 

The project site contains trees and shrubs that provide suitable nesting habitat for common birds 
protected under the Migratory Bird Treaty Act (MBTA) and California Fish and Game Code (CFG 
Code). Construction of the proposed project could result in the removal or trimming of trees and 
other vegetation or general construction near nests during the general bird nesting season 
(January 15 through September 15) and, therefore, could result in impacts to nesting birds in 
violation of the MBTA and CFG Code. Direct impacts could occur as a result of removal of vegetation 
supporting an active nest. Impacts would be considered significant.  

Implementation of Mitigation Measure BIO-1 would reduce potential impacts to nesting birds to 
below a level of significance. Implementation of Mitigation Measure BIO-2 would reduce potential 
noise-related indirect impacts to coastal California gnatcatcher, least Bell’s vireo, yellow-breasted 
chat, and Cooper’s hawk to below a level of significance. 

BIO-1 Pre-Construction Nesting Bird Survey and Avoidance. Project activities requiring the 
removal and/or trimming of vegetation suitable for nesting birds shall occur outside of 
the general bird breeding season (February 15 through August 31). If the activities 
cannot avoid the general bird breeding season, a qualified biologist shall be retained to 
conduct a pre-activity nesting bird survey within 7 days prior to the activities to confirm 
the presence or absence of active bird nests. If no active bird nests are found by the 
qualified biologist, then the activities shall proceed with the reassurance that no 
violation to the MBTA and CFG Code would occur. If an active bird nest is found by the 
qualified biologist, then vegetation removal and/or trimming activities at the nest 
location shall not be allowed to occur until the qualified biologist has determined that 
the nest is no longer active.  

BIO-2 Pre-Construction Sensitive Bird Surveys and Noise Attenuation. No construction 
activities shall occur between January 15 and September 15 in areas adjacent to 
southern willow scrub, southern cottonwood-willow riparian forest or Diegan coastal 
sage scrub until the following conditions have been met: 

A. A qualified biologist shall survey areas that would be subject to construction noise 
levels exceeding 60 dBA LEQ for the presence of the coastal California gnatcatcher, 
least Bell’s vireo, yellow-breasted chat and Cooper’s hawk. Surveys for the species 
shall be conducted pursuant to the protocol survey guidelines established by the 
U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service within the breeding season prior to the 
commencement of construction. If any of these species are present, then the 
following conditions must be met: 

If operation of construction equipment occurs during the breeding seasons for the 
coastal California gnatcatcher (February 15 through August 31), nesting raptors 
(January 15 through July 15), or least Bell’s vireo (March 15 through September 15), 
pre-construction survey(s) shall be conducted by a qualified biologist as appropriate 
to determine whether these species occur within the areas potentially impacted by 
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noise. An analysis showing that either: (1) noise generated by construction activities 
would not exceed 60 dBA LEQ at the edge of occupied habitat, or (2) existing ambient 
noise levels already exceed 60 dBA LEQ must be completed by a qualified acoustician 
(possessing current noise engineer license or registration with monitoring noise 
level experience with listed animal species) at least two weeks prior to the 
commencement of construction activities. Prior to the commencement of any 
construction activities, areas restricted from such activities shall be staked or fenced 
under the supervision of a qualified biologist; or 

At least two weeks prior to the commencement of construction activities, under the 
direction of a qualified acoustician, noise attenuation measures (e.g., berms, walls) 
shall be implemented to ensure that noise levels resulting from construction 
activities will not exceed 60 dBA LEQ at the edge of habitat occupied by the listed 
species. Concurrent with the commencement of construction activities and the 
construction of necessary noise attenuation facilities, noise monitoring* shall be 
conducted at the edge of the occupied habitat area to ensure that noise levels do 
not exceed 60 dBA LEQ. If the noise attenuation techniques implemented are 
determined to be inadequate by the qualified acoustician or biologist, then the 
associated construction activities shall cease until such time that adequate noise 
attenuation is achieved or until the end of the breeding season (September 16). 

*Construction noise monitoring shall continue at least twice weekly on varying days, 
or more frequently depending on the construction activity, to verify that noise levels 
at the edge of occupied habitat are maintained below 60 dBA LEQ or to the ambient 
noise level if it already exceeds 60 dBA LEQ. If not, other measures shall be 
implemented in consultation with the biologist and the USFWS and CDFW, as 
necessary, to reduce noise levels to below 60 dBA LEQ or to the ambient noise level if 
it already exceeds 60 dBA LEQ. Such measures may include, but are not limited to, 
limitations on the placement of construction equipment and the simultaneous use 
of equipment.  

B. If the listed species are not detected during the survey, no noise mitigation 
measures would be necessary. 

b. Have a substantial adverse effect on any riparian habitat or other sensitive natural community 
identified in local or regional plans, policies, regulations or by the California Department of Fish and 
Game or U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service? Less Than Significant Impact. No permanent impacts to 
sensitive vegetation communities would result from the project, which occurs almost entirely within 
existing roads and disturbed lands (Figure 2; see also BLR Figures 7a through 7d in Appendix B). As 
shown in Table 2, Impacts to Sensitive Vegetation Communities, the project would not permanently 
impact sensitive natural communities. The only impact to a sensitive vegetation community consists 
of 1.0 acre of temporary impacts to non-native grassland within the former golf course. These 
temporary impacts would result from trenching for installation of a portion of the replacement 
gravity main LS1-NE, after which the area would be returned to its pre-impact contours following 
construction and revegetated with a native seed mix appropriate to the surrounding area. The re-
contouring and revegetation would be done as a matter of project design, as described above and in 
the Project Description of this IS/MND. No mitigation is required for this temporary impact, and no 
permanent impacts would occur.  
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Table 2 
IMPACTS TO SENSITIVE VEGETATION COMMUNITIES 

Vegetation Community Existing Impact* 

Mule fat scrub 0.02 0 

Southern cottonwood-willow riparian forest 25.3 0 

Southern willow scrub 0.66 0 
Diegan coastal sage scrub 15.0 0 

Non-native grassland / extensive agriculture  19.4 1.0 

TOTAL 60.5 1.0 
*All impacts are temporary 

 
c. Have a substantial adverse effect on federally protected wetlands as defined by Section 404 of the 

Clean Water Act (including, but not limited to, marsh, vernal pool, coastal, etc.) through direct 
removal, filling, hydrological interruption, or other means? No Impact. Potentially jurisdictional 
resources in the study area include wetland and non-wetland waters of the U.S./State subject to 
U.S. Army Corps of Engineers (USACE)/Regional Water Quality Control Board (RWQCB) jurisdiction, 
and riparian habitat and streambed subject to CDFW jurisdiction only (refer to Table 2 in the BLR 
contained in Appendix B). No impacts to jurisdictional wetlands or waterways would result from the 
project. The project would avoid ground disturbance in Moosa Creek and the River by using existing 
bridge structures to support the proposed pipeline above-ground (refer to BLR Figures 7a and 7b). 
Impacts to non-wetland waters (seasonal drainage channels and streambed) along Old River Road 
would be avoided by employing construction fencing and flagging where the waters meet Old River 
Road (refer to BLR Figures 5 and 6). The proposed alignment adjacent to SR 76, in the northern 
portion of the project, would be installed using trenchless methods (i.e., microtunneling, open shield 
tunneling, or other trenchless methods) where the alignment would cross existing drainages 
between Olive Hill Road and the Thoroughbred LS site and between the Thoroughbred LS site and 
South Mission Road (Figure 7a). Launching and receiving pits for trenchless methods would be dug 
in disturbed areas within the ROW. By implementing this precaution as a matter of project design, 
impacts to non-wetland waters of the U.S. or waters of the State would be avoided. No related 
impacts would occur. 

d. Interfere substantially with the movement of any native resident or migratory fish or wildlife species 
or with established native resident or migratory wildlife corridors, or impede the use of native 
wildlife nursery sites? Less Than Significant Impact. Moosa Creek and the River both function as 
wildlife corridors in the project vicinity. As described above, however, the majority of the alignment 
is within existing roadways, which do not contribute to wildlife corridor functions or nursery sites. 
The existing roadways already act as a barrier to wildlife movement between upland and riparian 
areas, and project construction within the roadways would not further inhibit wildlife movement, 
particularly since most movement is expected to follow existing creek corridors. A small segment of 
the replacement gravity main LS1-NE would occur within non-native grassland; however, this area is 
parallel to existing residential development to the north, and relatively expansive areas of 
abandoned golf course to the south, which connect to Moosa Creek (Figure 2). Temporary trenching 
in this small area would not result in placement of barriers to wildlife movement along the creek or 
within the former golf course, and wildlife would continue to be able to move through the area. 
Potential impacts on wildlife corridors and nursery sites would be less than significant. No mitigation 
is required.  
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e. Conflict with any local policies or ordinances protecting biological resources, such as a tree 
preservation policy or ordinance? No Impact. As described in the BLR (HELIX 2020b), the project 
would not conflict with any local policies or ordinances protecting biological resources. No related 
impact would occur. 

f. Conflict with the provisions of an adopted Habitat Conservation Plan, Natural Community 
Conservation Plan, or other approved local, regional, or state habitat conservation plan? No Impact. 
As described in the BLR (HELIX 2020b), the project alignment is not located within the boundaries of 
any adopted Habitat Conservation Plan, Natural Conservation Community Plan, or other approved 
local, regional, or state habitat conservation plan. Therefore, the project would not conflict with any 
adopted conservation plans, and no impact would occur. 

3.5 Cultural Resources 
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Would the project:     

a. Cause a substantial adverse change in the significance of a historical 
resource as defined in Section 15064.5 of CEQA?     

b. Cause a substantial adverse change in the significance of an 
archaeological resource pursuant to Section 15064.5 of CEQA?     

c. Disturb any human remains, including those interred outside of 
formal cemeteries?     

 
A Cultural Resources Survey for the project was prepared by ASM Affiliates (2016 and updated in 2018) 
to document the existing cultural resources within the project study area and evaluate the potential for 
project impacts. The conclusions of the survey and report are summarized below, and the report is 
included as Appendix C to this IS/MND. 

a. Cause a substantial adverse change in the significance of a historical resource as defined in Section 
15064.5 of CEQA? Less than Significant Impact. The majority of the project area has been previously 
developed or disturbed and is currently covered with asphalt. As described in the Cultural Resources 
Survey Letter Report for the project (ASM Affiliates 2018; included as Appendix C to this IS/MND), 
there are identified historical resources within a 0.5-mile radius of the proposed project; however, 
there are no known historical resources within the project’s Area of Potential Effects (APE). As such, 
impacts to historical resources would not occur.  

b. Cause a substantial adverse change in the significance of an archaeological resource pursuant to 
Section 15064.5 of CEQA? Potentially Significant Unless Mitigated. As discussed in Response 3.5a, 
the project site is located within an area that has been previously disturbed. No archaeological 
resources have been identified within the APE; however, there are 19 identified cultural resources 
within a 0.5-mile radius of the project area (refer to Table 2 in Appendix C; ASM 2018). In particular, 
the project’s survey area is adjacent to archaeological sites SDI-674/8663 near a portion of the 
existing alignment to be abandoned in place. Since no ground disturbance would take place in the 
vicinity of SDI-674/8663, this site would not be impacted by the proposed project. No new cultural 
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resources were identified during the field survey conducted by ASM in October 2017; however, due 
to the extensive prehistoric uses of the area, the proximity of proposed ground disturbance to a 
possible prehistoric village location, and the associated increased potential for unknown subsurface 
archaeological resources to exist in the alluvial soils near the River and Moosa Creek, impacts to 
archaeological resources are potentially significant. Implementation of mitigation measures CUL-1 
and CUL-2 would reduce potential archaeological resource impacts to below a level of significance.  

CUL-1 Construction Monitoring for Cultural Resources. A qualified Archaeologist and Native 
American monitor shall be present during grading, trenching, and subsurface 
disturbance and shall document such activity on a standardized form. Daily logs shall be 
kept by all monitors, and a monitoring report be prepared at the conclusion of each 
phase of monitoring. A record of activity shall be sent to the District. 

CUL-2 Unanticipated Discovery of Cultural Materials. In the event that cultural resource(s) are 
unearthed during ground disturbing activities, the archeological monitor and tribal 
monitor shall have the authority to temporarily halt or redirect ground disturbing 
activities away from the vicinity of these unanticipated discoveries so that they may be 
evaluated. The District, the project archaeologist, and a tribal representative shall assess 
the significance of such cultural resource(s) and, if the cultural resource(s) is determined 
to be culturally significant, they shall meet to confer regarding the appropriate 
treatment for the cultural resource(s). Pursuant to Calif. Pub. Res. Code § 21083.2(b) 
avoidance is the preferred method of preservation. The archaeologist and the tribal 
representative shall make recommendations to the District on the measures that will be 
implemented to protect the newly discovered cultural resource(s), including but not 
limited to, avoidance in place, excavation, relocation, and further evaluation of the 
discoveries in accordance with CEQA. No further ground disturbance shall occur in the 
area of the discovery until the District approves the measures to protect the significant 
cultural resource(s).  

c. Disturb any human remains, including those interred outside of formal cemeteries? Less Than 
Significant Impact. There are no known grave sites within the project limits, and the potential for 
encountering human remains during construction activities is considered low, since grading and 
excavation activities would occur within a previously disturbed area. In the unlikely event that 
human remains are encountered, State Health and Safety Code Section 7050.5 states that no further 
disturbance shall occur until the County Coroner has made a determination of origin and disposition 
pursuant to Public Resources Code Section 5097.98. The County Coroner must be notified of any 
human remains find immediately. If the remains are determined to be prehistoric, the Coroner 
would notify the Native American Heritage Commission (NAHC), which would determine and notify 
a Most Likely Descendant (MLD). With the permission of the landowner or his/her authorized 
representative, the MLD may inspect the site of the discovery, and shall complete the inspection 
within 24 of notification by the NAHC. The MLD would have the opportunity to make 
recommendations to the NAHC on the disposition of the remains. Accordingly, impacts would be 
less than significant. 
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3.6 Energy 
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Would the project:     

a. Result in potentially significant environmental impact due to 
wasteful, inefficient, or unnecessary consumption of energy 
resources during project construction or operation? 

    

b. Conflict with or obstruct a state or local plan for renewable energy or 
energy efficiency?     

 
a. Result in potentially significant environmental impact due to wasteful, inefficient, or unnecessary 

consumption of energy resources during project construction or operation? Less than Significant 
Impact. Energy used for construction would primarily consist of fuels in the form of diesel and 
gasoline for the operation of construction equipment and construction worker vehicles. While 
construction activities would consume petroleum-based fuels, consumption of such resources would 
be temporary and would cease upon the completion of construction. The petroleum consumed 
during project construction would be typical of similar construction projects and would not require 
the use of new petroleum resources beyond what are typically consumed in California. Based on 
these considerations, construction of the project would not result in wasteful, inefficient, or 
unnecessary consumption of energy resources. 

Energy usage during operation of the proposed project would be limited to the energy needs of the 
Thoroughbred LS and Schoolhouse LS submersible wastewater pumps. Schoolhouse LS would 
require four (two duty and two standby) 50-HP submersible wastewater pumps. The Thoroughbred 
LS would require two (one duty and one standby) 10-HP submersible wastewater pumps. In 
addition, each lift station would include one standby generator housed in an acoustic enclosure 
inside the lift station structure. The Thoroughbred LS would include one 175-kW standby generator 
and the Schoolhouse LS would include one 50-kW standby generator. Of the included equipment, 
the pumps would require the most energy use (electrical). Each new lift station would provide 
partial replacement of the existing LS1 to accommodate future flows with equipment serving the 
same function for the District in different locations. Therefore, the project is not anticipated to 
result in a substantial increase in energy use. Project operations would not use energy in a wasteful, 
inefficient, or unnecessary manner. Implementation of the project would not result in a substantial 
increase in demand of local or regional energy supplies compared to existing conditions, and 
impacts would be less than significant.  

b. Conflict with or obstruct a state or local plan for renewable energy or energy efficiency? No Impact. 
The project would be built and operated in accordance with existing, applicable regulations. 
Construction equipment would be maintained to allow for continuous energy-efficient operations. 
Furthermore, the project would not result in a substantial increase in energy use. Accordingly, the 
project would not conflict with State or local plans related to energy, and no impacts would occur.  
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3.7 Geology and Soils 

 

P
o

te
n

ti
al

ly
 

Si
gn

if
ic

an
t 

P
o

te
n

ti
al

ly
 

Si
gn

if
ic

an
t 

U
n

le
ss

 M
it

. 

Le
ss

 T
h

an
 

Si
gn

if
ic

an
t 

N
o

 Im
p

ac
t 

Would the project:     

a. Directly or indirectly cause potential substantial adverse effects, 
including the risk of loss, injury, or death involving: 

(i) Rupture of a known earthquake fault, as delineated on the most 
recent Alquist-Priolo Earthquake Fault Zoning Map issued by the 
State Geologist for the area or based on other substantial evidence of 
a known fault (Refer to Division of Mines and Geology Special 
Publication 42)?; (ii) strong seismic ground shaking?; (iii) seismic-
related ground failure, including liquefaction?; or, (iv) landslides? 

    

b. Result in substantial soil erosion or the loss of topsoil?     
c. Be located on a geologic unit or soil that is unstable, or that would 

become unstable as a result of the project, and potentially result in 
on- or off-site landslide, lateral spreading, subsidence, liquefaction, 
or collapse? 

    

d. Be located on expansive soil, as defined in Table 18-1-B of the 1994 
Uniform Building Code (UBC), creating substantial risks to life or 
property? 

    

e. Have soils incapable of adequately supporting the use of septic tanks 
or alternative waste water disposal systems where sewers are not 
available for the disposal of waste water? 

    

f. Directly or indirectly destroy a unique paleontological resource or 
site or unique geologic feature?     

 
a. Directly or indirectly cause potential substantial adverse effects, including the risk of loss, injury, or 

death involving: 

i) Rupture of a known earthquake fault, as delineated on the most recent Alquist-Priolo Earthquake 
Fault Zoning Map issued by the State Geologist for the area or based on other substantial 
evidence of a known fault (Refer to Division of Mines and Geology Special Publication 42)? No 
Impact. The closest known active fault is the Newport-Inglewood–Rose Canyon fault zone 
located off-shore approximately 12 miles southwest of the site. The site is not located in an 
Alquist-Priolo Earthquake Fault Zone. No active faults are known to underlie or project towards 
the site. Additionally, the project does not propose any structures intended for human use or 
occupancy. No impact would occur. 

ii) Strong seismic ground shaking? Less Than Significant Impact. The project site is located within 
the seismically active southern California region. Active faults in the County include segments 
within the San Jacinto, Elsinore, and Rose Canyon fault zones. Active faults are those faults 
which have had surface displacement within Holocene times (about the last 11,000 years). Near-
Source Shaking Zones have been mapped by the County where velocity effects need to be 
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considered in the design of buildings within a specified distance of an active fault. The proposed 
project is approximately 10 miles from the closest Near-Source Shaking Zone, which occurs 
along the Elsinore fault zone east of the community of Pala (County 2007).  

The proposed project proposes replacement of existing underground sewage pipelines and 
construction of new lift stations in previously disturbed areas. The proposed project does not 
include the development of any above-ground structures that would pose a threat during an 
earthquake event. Engineering and construction of the proposed project would be required to 
be in conformance with the International Code Council (ICC) International Building Code (IBC, 
formerly the Uniform Building Code; 2006) and related California Building Code (CBC; California 
Building Standards Commission 2010), and other applicable standards. Conformance with 
standard engineering practices and design criteria would reduce the effects of seismic ground 
shaking to less than significant levels. 

iii) Seismic-related ground failure, including liquefaction? Less Than Significant Impact. Liquefaction 
is the temporary loss of cohesion in saturated, granular soils when the pore water pressure in 
the soil becomes equal to the confining pressure. Liquefaction generally occurs as a “quicksand” 
type of ground failure caused by strong ground shaking. The primary factors influencing 
liquefaction potential include groundwater, soil type, relative density of the sandy soils, 
confining pressure, and the intensity and duration of ground shaking. The proposed project is 
located in a primary area for potential liquefaction hazard (County 2007). Regional building 
standards, however, require sewer pipelines to be installed with specific bedding and fill 
materials to protect the pipeline from potential damage (Drawing Number SP-2 in Regional 
Standards Committee 2009). Based on these considerations, impacts related to liquefaction 
would be less than significant. 

iv) Landslides? Less Than Significant Impact. The project site is not located within an area 
identified as susceptible to landslides (County 2007). Project construction would occur within 
the ROW in previously disturbed roadways and easements, as well as within a former golf 
course and adjacent disturbed areas. Following construction, the project site would be returned 
to its original condition. The potential for the proposed project to expose people or structures to 
landslides is negligible, and related impacts would be less than significant. 

b. Result in substantial soil erosion or the loss of topsoil? Less Than Significant Impact. Trenching and 
earthwork activities during construction of the proposed project would displace soils and 
temporarily increase the potential for soils to be subject to wind and water erosion. As required by 
the Clean Water Act, the District would obtain permit coverage under the National Pollutant 
Discharge Elimination System (NPDES) and State Water Resources Control Board (SWRCB) with 
implementation of an effective SWPPP for project construction, since the Project’s area of ground 
disturbance is greater than one acre. With implementation of a SWPPP that incorporates sediment 
control and erosion control measures, impacts from soil erosion and topsoil loss would be less than 
significant. 

c. Be located on a geologic unit or soil that is unstable, or that would become unstable as a result of 
the project, and potentially result in on- or off-site landslide, lateral spreading, subsidence, 
liquefaction, or collapse? Less Than Significant Impact. Refer to Response 3.7a, above, regarding soil 
instability related to seismic effects. No water extractions or similar practices that are typically 
associated with project-related subsidence effects are proposed. In addition, surface material that 
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would be disrupted/displaced would be balanced and re-compacted on-site during project 
construction, to the extent practicable. Adherence to standard engineering practices would result in 
less than significant impacts related to subsidence of the land.  

d. Be located on expansive soil, as defined in Table 18-1-B of the 1994 Uniform Building Code (UBC), 
creating substantial risks to life or property? Less Than Significant Impact. The majority of soils that 
underlay the project site have a low to moderate potential for shrinking and swelling. An 
approximately 0.5-mile stretch of Old River Road, where the alignment runs between Little Gopher 
Canyon Road and Dentro De Lomas Road, is underlain with Las Posas stony fine sandy loam, a 
potentially expansive soil. As described above, however, the proposed replacement pipeline would 
be installed in an existing trench with imported bedding material and fill. Further, adherence to 
standard engineering practices contained within the IBC1 and CBC would reduce any potential 
impacts to less than significant levels. 

e. Have soils incapable of adequately supporting the use of septic tanks or alternative wastewater 
disposal systems where sewers are not available for the disposal of wastewater? No Impact. The 
proposed project does not include the implementation of septic tanks or alternative wastewater 
disposal systems. No impact would occur.  

f. Directly or indirectly destroy a unique paleontological resource or site or unique geologic feature? 
Potentially Significant Impact Unless Mitigation. The project site is underlain with young alluvial 
floodplain deposits. Based on its relatively young age and high-energy depositional history, younger 
alluvium is considered unlikely to produce unique fossil remains and is assigned a low 
paleontological resource sensitivity (Deméré and Walsh 1994). Ground-disturbing activities 
associated with the proposed project would occur in previously graded and disturbed areas and 
would be limited to relatively shallow depths. This greatly reduces the potential for encountering 
intact paleontological resources. The potential still exists, however, for paleontological resources to 
be encountered during ground-disturbing activities. If such resources were encountered, impacts 
would be potentially significant. Implementation of mitigation measure GEO-1 would reduce 
potential paleontological resource impacts to below a level of significance:  

GEO-1 Unanticipated Discovery of Paleontological Materials In the unlikely event that 
potentially significant paleontological materials (e.g., fossils) are encountered during 
construction of the project, all work shall be halted in the vicinity of the paleontological 
discovery until a qualified paleontologist can visit the site of discovery, assess the 
significance of the paleontological resource, and provide proper management 
recommendations. If the discovery proves to be significant, additional work, such as 
data recovery excavation, may be warranted. The treatment and disposition of 
paleontological materials that might be discovered during excavation shall be in 
accordance with applicable laws and regulations.  

 
1 Table 18-1-B of the 1994 UBC has been replaced by Section 1802.3.2 of the IBC as the industry standard for 

defining expansive soils.  
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3.8 Greenhouse Gas Emissions 
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Would the project:     

a. Generate greenhouse gas emissions, either directly or indirectly, that 
may have a significant impact on the environment?     

b. Conflict with an applicable plan, policy or regulation adopted for the 
purpose of reducing the emissions of greenhouse gases?     

 
The following discussion is based on GHG emissions calculations and modeling prepared by HELIX 
(2020a). Detailed construction emissions assumptions and model inputs and outputs are provided in 
Appendix A.  

a. Generate greenhouse gas emissions, either directly or indirectly, that may have a significant impact 
on the environment? Less Than Significant Impact. Global climate change refers to changes in 
average climatic conditions on Earth as a whole, including temperature, wind patterns, precipitation, 
and storms. Global temperatures are moderated by naturally occurring atmospheric gases, including 
water vapor, carbon dioxide (CO2), methane (CH4), nitrous oxide (N2O), ozone, and certain 
hydro-fluorocarbons. These gases, known as GHGs, allow solar radiation (sunlight) into the Earth’s 
atmosphere, but prevent radiative heat from escaping, thus warming the Earth’s atmosphere. 
Greenhouse gases are emitted by both natural processes and human activities. The accumulation of 
GHGs in the atmosphere regulates the Earth’s temperature. Emissions of GHGs in excess of natural 
ambient concentrations are thought to be responsible for the enhancement of the greenhouse 
effect and contributing to what is termed “global warming,” the trend of warming of the Earth’s 
climate from anthropogenic activities. Global climate change impacts are by nature cumulative; 
direct impacts cannot be evaluated because the impacts themselves are global rather than localized 
impacts.  

California Health and Safety Code Section 38505(g) defines GHGs to include the following 
compounds: CO2, CH4, N2O, ozone, chlorofluorocarbons, hydrofluorocarbons, perfluorocarbons, and 
sulfur hexafluoride. As individual GHGs have varying heat-trapping properties and atmospheric 
lifetimes, GHG emissions are converted to carbon dioxide equivalent (CO2e) units for comparison. 
The CO2e is a consistent methodology for comparing GHG emissions because it normalizes various 
GHG emissions to a consistent measure.2 The most common GHGs related to the project are those 
primarily related to energy usage: CO2, CH4, and N2O. 

Assembly Bill (AB) 32, the California Global Warming Solutions Act of 2006, set the state-wide goal 
to reduce GHG emissions to 1990 levels by 2020. In January 2008, the California Air Pollution Control 
Officers Association prepared a white paper entitled “CEQA & Climate Change,” which developed a 

 
2  The effect each GHG has on climate change is measured as a combination of the volume of its emissions, and its global 

warming potential. The global warming potential is the potential of a gas or aerosol to trap heat in the atmosphere and is 
expressed as a function of how much warming would be caused by the same mass of CO2. For instance, CH4 has a global 
warming potential of 21, meaning that 1 gram of CH4 traps the same amount of heat as 21 grams of CO2. N2O has a global 
warming potential of 310. 
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900-metric ton (MT) screening to determine whether further analysis was needed to assess whether 
a residential or commercial project would hinder the statewide attainment of GHG emissions 
reduction goals described in AB 32. Senate Bill (SB) 32 was passed as a follow up to AB 32 and 
extended the reduction target to 40 percent below 1990 levels by 2030. For projects that would be 
developed after 2020, this goal is proportionally reduced to 813 MT CO2e. 

Modeling was conducted that showed project GHG emissions would not exceed this screening 
threshold, using CalEEMod. The calculations included estimated emissions from construction as well 
as emissions associated with operation (electricity usage related to the lift stations and diesel usage 
related to monthly testing of the backup generators). It is standard practice to include construction 
emissions (amortized over a typical duration of 20 years) when analyzing GHG emissions. Project 
operations are assumed to begin in 2021. Detailed construction emissions assumptions and 
CalEEMod inputs and outputs are provided in Appendix A. Table 3, Estimated GHG Emissions, 
provides a summary of the total annual GHG emissions generated by the project.  

Table 3 
ESTIMATED GHG EMISSIONS 

Emission Source 
Emissions  
(MT CO2e) 

Area <1 

Energy 333 

Mobile 0 

Waste 0 

Water 0 

Offroad - Generator <1 

Amortized Construction 65 

TOTAL 400 

Screening Level Threshold 813 

Exceeds Threshold? No 
Refer to Appendix A for full modeling results. 
MT = metric tons; CO2e = carbon dioxide equivalent 

 
As shown in Table 3, most of the project emissions are from the energy use related to the electric 
pumps for the proposed lift stations. As shown above, the total annual GHG emissions generated by 
the project would be approximately 400 MT CO2e, which is below the screening threshold of 813 MT 
CO2e per year. Impacts would be less than significant.  

b. Conflict with an applicable plan, policy or regulation adopted for the purpose of reducing the 
emissions of greenhouse gases? No Impact. As discussed in Response 3.8a, the proposed project 
would not result in significant GHG emissions. The project would not result in emissions that would 
adversely affect state-wide attainment of GHG emission reduction goals as described in AB 32 and 
SB 32. Emissions would therefore have a less than cumulatively considerable contribution to global 
climate change impacts, and the project would not conflict with an applicable plan, policy, or 
regulation adopted for the purpose of reducing GHG emissions. No impact would occur. 
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3.9 Hazards and Hazardous Materials 
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Would the project:     

a. Create a significant hazard to the public or the environment through 
the routine transport, use, or disposal of hazardous materials?     

b. Create a significant hazard to the public or the environment through 
reasonably foreseeable upset and accident conditions involving the 
release of hazardous materials into the environment? 

    

c. Emit hazardous emissions or handle hazardous or acutely hazardous 
materials, substances, or waste within one-quarter mile of an existing 
or proposed school?  

    

d. Be located on a site which is included on a list of hazardous materials 
sites compiled pursuant to Government Code Section 65962.5 and, as 
a result, would it create a significant hazard to the public or the 
environment? 

    

e. For a project located within an airport land use plan or, where such a 
plan has not been adopted, within two miles of a public airport or 
public use airport, would the project result in a safety hazard or 
excessive noise for people residing or working in the project area? 

    

f. Impair implementation of or physically interfere with an adopted 
emergency response plan or emergency evacuation plan?     

g. Expose people or structures, either directly or indirectly, to a 
significant risk of loss, injury or death involving wildland fires?      

 
a. Create a significant hazard to the public or the environment through the routine transport, use, or 

disposal of hazardous materials? Less Than Significant Impact. Small amounts of potentially 
hazardous materials (e.g., fuel, lubricants, and solvents) may be used during construction activities. 
The transport, use, and disposal of hazardous materials during the temporary, short-term 
construction period would be conducted in accordance with applicable local, state, and federal laws. 
Operation of the proposed lift station and sewer main project would not require or result in the 
transport, use, or disposal of potentially hazardous materials. Therefore, related impacts would be 
less than significant. 

b. Create a significant hazard to the public or the environment through reasonably foreseeable upset 
and accident conditions involving the release of hazardous materials into the environment? 
Potentially Significant Unless Mitigated. The proposed project is not anticipated to result in a 
release of hazardous materials into the environment. During the temporary, short-term construction 
period, however, there is the possibility of accidental release of hazardous substances such as 
spilling of hydraulic fluid or diesel fuel associated with construction equipment maintenance. The 
level of risk associated with the accidental release of these hazardous substances is not considered 
significant due to the small volume and low concentration of hazardous materials. The construction 
contractor would be required to use standard construction controls and safety procedures to avoid 
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or minimize the potential for accidental release of such substances into the environment. In 
addition, the District has standards in place to control potential sewage spills that could occur as a 
result of accidental release or leaks of sewage during project construction or operation. Even with 
the presence of such standards, accidental conditions such as sewer pipe rupture or lift station 
failure could result in potential impacts related to spills and exposure of the public and environment 
to associated health hazards. Such impacts would be potentially significant. Implementation of 
mitigation measure HAZ-1 would reduce this potential impact to below a level of significance.  

HAZ-1 Sewage Lift Station Safety Features. The proposed Schoolhouse LS and Thoroughbred 
LS shall incorporate standard safety features, including an emergency generator on site 
in case of electrical failure, and sufficient sewage detainment capacity in the event of 
generator and/or pump mechanism failure to allow time for repair and/or emergency 
conveyance of the sewage. Additionally, a Sewer System Management Plan shall be 
implemented that includes monitoring protocol and contingency measures in the event 
of emergency leaks or spills.  

c. Emit hazardous emissions or handle hazardous or acutely hazardous materials, substances, or waste 
within one-quarter mile of an existing or proposed school? Less Than Significant Impact. Bonsall 
Elementary School is located 0.10 mile east of the project site on Old River Road (Figure 2). As 
described in Responses 3.9a and 3.9b, however, the small volume, low concentration, and short-
term presence of any potentially hazardous materials during the construction period, coupled with 
standard control and safety procedures and adherence to applicable regulations, would result in a 
less than significant impact related to the release of hazardous emissions or materials near the 
school.  

d. Be located on a site which is included on a list of hazardous materials sites compiled pursuant to 
Government Code Section 65962.5 and, as a result, would it create a significant hazard to the public 
or the environment? No Impact. The SWRCB GeoTracker database and the California Department of 
Toxic Substances Control (DTSC) EnviroStor database provide information on hazardous materials 
sites. The project site is not listed as a hazardous materials site on either of these databases. The 
hazardous materials site closest to the proposed project listed in the EnviroStor database is a School 
Investigation site in Fallbrook where a Phase I Environmental Site Investigation was approved in 
August 2016 with a No Action determination (DTSC 2016). The GeoTracker database identified three 
former cleanup sites near the project site. Two are located near the intersection of Camino del Rey 
and Camino Del Cielo, approximately 500 feet northeast of the proposed project. Cleanup activities 
were completed, and the cases were closed in October 1996 and February 1989 (SWRCB 2017). The 
third former cleanup site is located at the gas station on the corner of Camino Del Rey and SR 76. 
Cleanup activities were completed and the case was closed in January 2007 (SWRCB 2017). There 
are no active cleanup sites mapped in the near vicinity of or within the project site; therefore, no 
impacts related to hazardous materials sites would occur. 

e. For a project located within an airport land use plan or, where such a plan has not been adopted, 
within two miles of a public airport or public use airport, would the project result in a safety hazard 
or excessive noise for people residing or working in the project area? No Impact. The nearest airport 
is the Camp Pendleton Air Terminal, which is located approximately seven miles west of the project. 
The Oceanside Municipal Airport is approximately 10 miles southwest from the project. The project 
does not propose features that would result in a safety hazard or excessive noise for people residing 
or working in the project area. No related impacts would occur.  
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f. Impair implementation of or physically interfere with an adopted emergency response plan or 
emergency evacuation plan? Less Than Significant Impact. Construction of the proposed project 
would temporarily block portions (e.g., up to one lane at a time) of Old River Road, Camino Del Rey, 
and Golf Club Drive. As a matter of project design, the contractor would be required to prepare and 
comply with a traffic control plan which would include measures to minimize effects related to lane 
closures and ensure safe passage of evacuees or emergency response vehicles. Impacts would 
therefore be reduced to less than significant.  

g. Expose people or structures, either directly or indirectly, to a significant risk of loss, injury or death 
involving wildland fires? No Impact. The project would not expose people or structures to a 
significant risk of wildland fires because the project does not propose structures that would be at 
risk for fire damage or buildings meant for human occupancy. No related impacts would occur. 

3.10 Hydrology and Water Quality 
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Would the project:     

a. Violate any water quality standards or waste discharge requirements 
or otherwise substantially degrade surface or groundwater quality?     

b. Substantially decrease groundwater supplies or interfere 
substantially with groundwater recharge such that the project may 
impede sustainable groundwater management of the basin? 

    

c. Substantially alter the existing drainage pattern of the site or area, 
including through the alteration of the course of a stream or river or 
through the addition of impervious surfaces, in a manner which 
would: (i) result in substantial erosion or siltation on- or off-site; 
(ii) substantially increase the rate or amount of surface runoff in a 
manner which would result in flooding on- or offsite; (iii) create or 
contribute runoff water which would exceed the capacity of existing 
or planned stormwater drainage systems or provide substantial 
additional sources of polluted runoff; or (iv) impede or redirect flood 
flows?  

    

d. In flood hazard, tsunami, or seiche zones, risk release of pollutants 
due to project inundation?     

e. Conflict with or obstruct implementation of a water quality control 
plan or sustainable groundwater management plan?     

 
a. Violate any water quality standards or waste discharge requirements or otherwise substantially 

degrade surface or groundwater quality? Less Than Significant Impact. The project site is located 
within the RWQCB San Diego Region Basin Plan. Under Section 402 of the Clean Water Act, the 
RWQCB issues NPDES permits to regulate discharges to “waters of the nation,” which include rivers, 
lakes, and their tributary waters. Waste discharges include discharges of stormwater and 
construction-related discharges. Potential impacts related to water quality could occur during 
trenching and construction when the potential for erosion, siltation, sedimentation, and accidental 
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release of hazardous materials into on-site drainages would be the greatest. Implementation of a 
SWPPP would be required under the NPDES Construction General Permit (NPDES No. CAS000002, 
SWRCB Order No. 2009-0009-DWQ; as amended by Order No. 2010-0014-DWQ and Order No. 2012-
0014-DWQ), administered by the RWQCB. The SWPPP would include specific BMPs to avoid or 
reduce potential impacts related to the use and potential discharge of construction-related 
hazardous materials. The construction contractor would be required to comply with the NPDES and 
SWPPP requirements regarding the implementation of BMPs during construction. Compliance with 
these requirements would ensure that the proposed project would have a less than significant 
impact on water quality standards and waste discharge requirements. Furthermore, the proposed 
project would not require the use of or otherwise substantially impair groundwater quality or 
interfere with groundwater recharge.  

b. Substantially decrease groundwater supplies or interfere substantially with groundwater recharge 
such that the project may impede sustainable groundwater management of the basin? No Impact. 
The proposed lift station and sewer main project would not require the use of, or otherwise 
substantially interfere with, groundwater supplies or recharge. No impacts would occur. 

c. Substantially alter the existing drainage pattern of the site or area, including through the alteration 
of the course of a stream or river or through the addition of impervious surfaces, in a manner which 
would:  

i) Result in substantial erosion or siltation on- or off-site? Less Than Significant Impact. Existing 
surfaces—the majority of which are paved—within the disturbance area would be temporarily 
removed during trenching and installation phases of the proposed project. Removal of 
impermeable surfaces would be limited to sections of the alignment being worked on at any 
given time. Following construction, the trench would be back-filled and surfaces would be 
repaved and/or returned to their existing condition. Drainage patterns may change temporarily 
during construction; however, required BMPs prescribed in the SWPPP would minimize on- and 
off-site erosion through temporary sediment control measures. Conformance with required 
BMPs would reduce potential impacts related to erosion and siltation during construction to less 
than significant. The proposed lift stations and related appurtenances would be contained 
within the parcel and would not be large enough to substantially alter the existing drainage 
pattern of the surrounding area. Related operational effects would be negligible and, therefore, 
less than significant.  

ii) Substantially increase the rate or amount of surface runoff in a manner which would result in 
flooding on- or offsite? Less Than Significant Impact. The proposed project would only minorly 
increase permanent impermeable surfaces that could contribute to increased surface runoff. 
Drainage patterns would potentially be affected temporarily by construction activities; however, 
as described above in 3.9c, the SWPPP would require implementation of specific BMPs to 
reduce drainage alteration impacts to less than significant, and no associated flooding would 
occur.  

iii) Create or contribute runoff water which would exceed the capacity of existing or planned 
stormwater drainage systems or provide substantial additional sources of polluted runoff? Less 
Than Significant Impact. The proposed project would result in a negligible increase in new 
impermeable surfaces associated with the proposed lift stations and, therefore, would not have 
the capacity to create or contribute runoff water which would exceed the capacity of existing or 
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planned stormwater drainage systems or provide substantial additional sources of polluted 
runoff. Additionally, the contractor would comply with NPDES and SWPPP requirements and 
implement erosion and sedimentation control measures to minimize on- and off-site erosion, as 
discussed in Response 3.10a. Impacts would be less than significant. 

iv) Impede or redirect flood flows? Less Than Significant Impact. According to the Flood Insurance 
Rate Map (FIRM) No. 06073C0488G and FIRM No. 06073C0490G, the project site is located 
within Zone AE. This designation describes an area within the channel of a stream as well as any 
adjacent floodplains. This zone is within the 100-year floodplain that is subject to inundation by 
a one-percent-annual-chance flood event. Although the project site is located within the 
100-year floodplain as designated by the Federal Emergency Management Agency, the project 
would not impede or redirect flood flows through construction of buried sewer mains and two 
small, above-grade lift stations. No related impacts would occur.  

d. In flood hazard, tsunami, or seiche zones, risk release of pollutants due to project inundation? No 
Impact. There are no anticipated impacts to the proposed project from seiche, tsunami, or 
mudflow, as no topographical features or water bodies capable of producing such events occur 
within the project site vicinity. 

e. Conflict with or obstruct implementation of a water quality control plan or sustainable groundwater 
management plan? No Impact. Refer to Responses 3.10a and 3.10c; based on implementation of 
appropriate BMPs as part of (and in conformance with) the applicable NPDES guidelines, water 
quality impacts would be less than significant. Furthermore, the proposed project would not require 
the use of groundwater. No related impacts would occur. 

3.11 Land Use and Planning 
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Would the project:     

a. Physically divide an established community?     
b. Cause a significant environmental impact due to a conflict with any 

land use plan, policy, or regulation adopted for the purpose of 
avoiding or mitigating an environmental effect? 

    

 
a. Physically divide an established community? No Impact. The sewer main component of the project is 

proposed to be constructed (buried) within the existing ROW in Old River Road, Camino Del Rey, and 
Golf Club Drive, as well as in an off-road area within the former San Luis Rey Downs golf course and 
in an access road and off-road area west of SR 76. The proposed Schoolhouse LS would be 
constructed within a small footprint on a single lot at the edge of the Golf Green Estates, a new 
residential subdivision planned off of Old River Road north of Moosa Creek. The proposed 
Thoroughbred LS would be constructed in a disturbed area near the intersection of Thoroughbred 
Land and SR-76. The project would not have an impact on the physical arrangement of an 
established community; therefore, no impacts are anticipated to occur. 
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b. Cause a significant environmental impact due to a conflict with any land use plan, policy, or 
regulation adopted for the purpose of avoiding or mitigating an environmental effect? Potentially 
Significant unless Mitigated. The proposed project would not change the current land use in the 
project area and is consistent with the Bonsall Community Plan’s (2011) designation for the project 
site, and with the County Zoning Map (County 2016) designation of the same area. The project 
would potentially conflict with local ordinances related to noise control, but these impacts would be 
reduced to less than significant with the implementation of mitigation measures NOI-1 and NOI-2. 
See Section 3.13 for additional discussion.  

3.12 Mineral Resources 
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Would the project:     

a. Result in the loss of availability of a known mineral resource that 
would be of value to the region and the residents of the state?     

b. Result in the loss of availability of a locally-important mineral 
resource recovery site delineated on a local general plan, specific 
plan or other land use plan? 

    

 
a. Result in the loss of availability of a known mineral resource that would be of value to the region and 

the residents of the state? Less Than Significant Impact. According to the County (2008), the project 
site is within Aggregate Resource Sector B, which is zoned as MRZ-2 and meets the State Mining and 
Geology Board’s guidelines as eligible to be designated of regional or statewide significance. Mineral 
resource deposits of sand and gravel have been mapped throughout the project site (County 2008); 
however, the project does not propose a land use that would preclude mineral extraction, nor 
would it permanently restrict road access to MRZ-2 areas for potential future mining operations. 
The proposed project is consistent with the Bonsall Community Plan (2011) and the County General 
Plan (2011), with respect to the protection of mineral resources. Therefore, impacts to mineral 
resources would be considered less than significant. 

b. Result in the loss of availability of a locally-important mineral resource recovery site delineated on a 
local general plan, specific plan or other land use plan? Less Than Significant Impact. Refer to 
Response 3.12a, above. Impacts would be less than significant. 
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3.13 Noise 
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Would the project result in:     

a. Generation of a substantial temporary or permanent increase in 
ambient noise levels in the vicinity of the project in excess of 
standards established in the local general plan or noise ordinance, or 
applicable standards of other agencies? 

    

b. Generation of excessive groundborne vibration or groundborne noise 
levels?     

c. For a project located within the vicinity of a private airstrip or an 
airport land use plan or, where such a plan has not been adopted, 
within two miles of a public airport or public use airport, would the 
project expose people residing or working in the project area to 
excessive noise levels? 

    

 

The following discussion was informed by construction noise modeling prepared for the project by HELIX 
(2016). Detailed Construction Noise Modeling Outputs are contained within Appendix D to this IS/MND.  

Fundamentals of Sound and Environmental Noise 

Noise can be defined as unwanted sound. Sound (and therefore noise) consists of energy waves that 
people receive and interpret. Noise consists of any sound that may produce physiological or 
psychological damage and/or interfere with communication, work, rest, recreation, or sleep. Sound 
intensity or acoustic energy is measured in decibels (dB) that are weighted to correct for the relative 
frequency response of the human ear. Unlike linear units (inches or pounds), dB are measured on a 
logarithmic scale, representing points on a sharply rising curve. 

Since dBs are logarithmic units, sound pressure levels cannot be added or subtracted by ordinary 
arithmetic means. As a general rule, doubling the traffic volume on a street or the speed of the traffic 
will increase the traffic noise level by three dBA.3 Conversely, halving the traffic volume or speed will 
reduce the traffic noise level by 3 dBA. A 3-dBA change in sound is the level where humans generally 
notice a barely perceptible change in sound and a 5-dBA change is generally readily perceptible. A 
10-dBA change is generally considered substantial. 

The predominant rating scales for human communities are the Noise Equivalent (LEQ), and the 
Community Noise Equivalent Level (CNEL), both of which are based on dBA. The LEQ is the total sound 
energy of time-varying noise over a sample period. The CNEL is the average equivalent A-weighted 
sound level during a 24-hour day, obtained after addition of 5 dBA to sound levels in the evening from 
7:00 p.m. to 10:00 p.m. and after addition of 10 dBA to sound levels in the night from 10:00 p.m. to 

 
3  To account for the range of sound that human hearing perceives, a modified scale is utilized known as the A-weighted decibel, 

dBA. Sound intensity or acoustic energy is measured in dBs that are weighted to correct for the relative frequency response 
of the human ear. For example, an A-weighted noise level includes a de-emphasis on high frequencies of sound that are 
heard by a dog’s ear but not by a human’s ear.  
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7:00 a.m. CNEL is utilized for describing ambient noise levels because they account for all noise sources 
over an extended period of time and account for the heightened sensitivity of people to noise during 
the night.  

Sensitive Noise Receptors 

Noise-sensitive land uses (NSLUs) are land uses that may be subject to stress and/or interference from 
excessive noise. NSLUs in the project vicinity include an elementary school, a church, residences, and 
sensitive habitat adjacent to the project alignment within the River corridor. The sensitive habitat may 
be used for nesting by federally protected avian species, such as least Bell’s vireo (see Section 3.4, 
Biological Resources). 

Regulatory Framework 

The District has not established noise limits for its projects. For the purposes of this analysis, the County 
noise guidelines are used to assess potential noise impacts. Noise limits for construction activities and 
general exterior noise generation are described in Sections 36.401 through 36.423 of the County 
Municipal Code (the noise ordinance). It is unlawful for any person to cause or allow the creation of any 
noise to the extent that the one-hour average sound level at any point on or beyond the boundaries of 
the property exceeds the sound level limits found in Table 36.404 of the noise ordinance. For the zones 
neighboring the project alignment, the exterior one-hour average limit is 50 dBA between 7:00 a.m. to 
10:00 p.m. and 45 dBA between 10:00 p.m. and 7:00 a.m.  

Sections 36.408 through 36.411 of the Municipal Code establish noise limitations for construction 
activities. Except for emergency work, it is unlawful for any person to operate or cause to be operated, 
construction equipment between 7:00 p.m. and 7:00 a.m., or that exceeds an average sound level of 
75 dB for an 8-hour period, when measured at the boundary line of the property where the noise source 
is located or on any occupied property where the noise is being received. 

Regarding federally listed biological species, guidelines produced by the USFWS recommend that project 
noise be limited to a one-hour average of 60 dBA or, if the existing ambient noise level is above 60 dBA, 
noise levels should not increase the ambient noise level by more than 3 dBA at the edge of occupied 
habitat during the avian species breeding season.  

a. Generation of a substantial temporary or permanent increase in ambient noise levels in the vicinity 
of the project in excess of standards established in the local general plan or noise ordinance, or 
applicable standards of other agencies? Potentially Significant Unless Mitigated.  

Short-term Construction Impacts 

Construction of the project would potentially result in temporary increases in noise levels from 
operation of the construction equipment. Construction activities could temporarily produce 
elevated short-term noise levels that would potentially impact NSLUs.  

Construction of the lift stations would require the use of a cement truck and boom for foundation 
pouring. These two pieces of equipment used in conjunction would generate 75 dBA at 
approximately 125 feet distance (assuming the equipment would be used for 40 percent of an 
8-hour construction day). See Appendix D, Construction Noise Modeling Outputs, for construction 
equipment calculations. The nearest existing NSLUs to the Schoolhouse LS are residences and 
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Bonsall Elementary School (refer to Figure 2). Following buildout of neighboring developments, 
future NSLUs may be as close as 45 feet from the Schoolhouse LS. The nearest NSLUs to the 
Thoroughbred LS are existing residences at a distance of approximately 110 feet. Assuming that 
construction would be conducted for 8 hours in a given day, construction noise may exceed the 
8-hour 75-dBA LEQ noise limit for nearby NSLUs. Implementation of mitigation measures NOI-1 
would reduce lift station construction noise impacts to below a level of significance. 

During pipeline trenching and pipeline replacement, an excavator would move along the pipeline 
route digging the trench and loading the materials into a dump truck. Trenching would occur within 
the following distances to NSLUs: 50 feet to single-family residences along Old River Road, 50 feet to 
Bonsall Community Church, 100 feet to classrooms at Bonsall Elementary School, 50 feet to 
residences south of Camino Del Rey, and 25 feet to sensitive habitat along the River.  

An excavator, dump truck, pump, and loader would generate 75 dBA at approximately 100 feet. This 
assumes operation of the dump truck, loader, and excavator for 40 percent of an 8-hour 
construction day, and a pump operating 100 percent of an 8-hour day. Trenching activities would 
therefore exceed the 75-dBA noise limit for nearby NSLUs including residences, the church, and 
classrooms at Bonsall Elementary School. Implementation of mitigation measure NOI-1 would 
reduce construction impacts to below a level of significance. 

The project could possibly require nighttime construction. An excavator, dump truck, pump, and 
loader would generate a noise level of 80.9 dBA at 50 feet. If an exception to nighttime construction 
restrictions were granted by the District, construction noise would exceed the nighttime property 
boundary noise limits of 45 dBA in neighboring zones, and impacts would be significant.  

Long-term Operation Impacts 

As noted in the Project Description, the project would result in the installation of a new lift stations. 
The Schoolhouse LS would be within Lot 25 of the new Golf Green Estates Development along Old 
River Road, and Thoroughbred LS would be located at the southwestern corner of SR 76 and 
Thoroughbred Lane. Although the proposed lift stations would replace an existing station to the 
southeast (Figure 2), they would generate noise levels that may affect neighboring uses differently 
than the existing facility due to size and change in physical location.  

The new Schoolhouse LS would require the addition of two 10-HP submersible wastewater pumps, 
and one 50-kW standby generator to be used in case of power failure. The nearest property lines to 
the Schoolhouse LS site are approximately 70 feet to the west and 45 feet to the south. The 
Schoolhouse LS site is partially encompassed by an existing 6-foot concrete masonry unit (CMU) 
perimeter wall, and the project would construct the wall on the remaining portion of the site. Single-
family residences are currently under construction adjacent to the southwest of the site.  

The new Thoroughbred LS would require the addition of four 50-HP submersible wastewater pumps, 
and one 175-kW standby generator. The nearest property line to the Thoroughbred LS site is 
approximately 110 feet.  

The pumps at both lift stations would be in constant operation. Because the pumps would be 
located within enclosed structures, operational noise is not expected be audible at nearby property 
lines and were therefore not analyzed.  
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The emergency generators would require periodic 15-minute tests that would occur monthly during 
daytime hours. Because of the proximity of the Schoolhouse LS to future NSLUs, noise levels from 
this 15-minute test were analyzed at nearby property lines. During a 15-minute generator test, noise 
levels at property lines nearest to the Schoolhouse LS generator may be between 47.8 dBA LEQ 
(15-minute) and 54.1 dBA LEQ (15-minute), depending on the manufacturer.4 Noise levels may 
exceed the 50-dBA exterior daytime and the 45-dBA exterior nighttime limits at the property line 
nearest to future residential uses. Mitigation measure NOI-2 would call for the design of the 
proposed lift station sites to comply with the County daytime and nighttime limits, reducing impacts 
to below a level of significance. 

Implementation of mitigation measures NOI-1 and NOI-2 would be required to reduce impacts to 
below a level of significance. 

NOI-1 General Construction Noise Reduction Limits. Noise levels from project-related 
demolition, grading, and construction activities shall be reduced to 75 dBA (8-hour 
average).  

If work is to occur at night between 7:00 p.m. and 7:00 a.m. within 300 feet of occupied 
residences, noise from construction activities shall be reduced to 75 dBA (1-hour 
average). 

The District shall employ measures to reduce construction/demolition noise including, 
but not be limited to, the following: 

• Construction equipment shall be properly outfitted and maintained with 
manufacturer-recommended noise-reduction devices. 

• Diesel equipment shall be operated with closed engine doors and equipped with 
factory-recommended mufflers. 

• Mobile or fixed “package” equipment (e.g., arc‐welders and air compressors) shall 
be equipped with shrouds and noise control features that are readily available for 
that type of equipment. 

• Electrically powered equipment shall be used instead of pneumatic or internal‐
combustion powered equipment, where feasible. 

• Unnecessary idling of internal combustion engines (e.g., in excess of 5 minutes) shall 
be prohibited. 

• Material stockpiles and mobile equipment staging, parking, and maintenance areas 
shall be located as far as practicable from noise sensitive receptors. 

• The use of noise‐producing signals, including horns, whistles, alarms, and bells, shall 
be for safety warning purposes only. 

 
4 Two generators were modeled for this analysis: a typical generator and a generator with noise-attenuation design features. 
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• No project‐related public address or music system shall be audible at any adjacent 
sensitive receptor.  

• Any truck or equipment equipped with back-up alarm moving within 300 feet of a 
noise-sensitive land use (residence, school, or church) should have the normal back-
up alarm disengaged and safety provided by lights and flagman or broad-spectrum 
noise backup alarm (as appropriate for conditions) used in compliance with the 
Occupational Safety and Health Administration safety guidelines. 

• Temporary sound barriers or sound blankets shall be installed between construction 
operations and adjacent noise-sensitive receptors. The project Contractor shall 
construct a 12-foot high temporary noise barrier meeting the specifications listed 
below (or of a Sound Transmission Class [STC] 19 rating or better) to attenuate 
noise. 

• The District shall notify residences within 300 feet of the project’s disturbance area 
in writing within one week of any construction activity. The notification shall 
describe the activities anticipated, provide dates and hours, and provide contact 
information with a description of a complaint and response procedure. 

• The on-site construction supervisor shall have the responsibility and authority to 
receive and resolve noise complaints. A clear appeal process for the affected 
resident shall be established prior to construction commencement to allow for 
resolution of noise problems that cannot be immediately solved by the site 
supervisor. 

NOI-2 Lift Station Operational Noise Limit. Ultimate design of the lift stations shall strive to 
reduce noise levels from operation of two 10-HP submersible wastewater pumps and 
one 50-kW standby generator at the Schoolhouse LS site and four 50-HP submersible 
wastewater pumps and one 175-kW standby generator at the Thoroughbred LS site. 
Noise generated by operation of the lift stations shall strive to not exceed a daytime 
exterior one-hour noise level limit of 50 dBA LEQ or the nighttime exterior one-hour 
noise level limit of 45 dBA LEQ at the nearest property line.  

Measures to ensure this noise limit may include installing equipment below ground, 
surrounding any above-ground equipment in a noise-attenuating enclosure, and/or 
purchasing a generator with sound attenuation features. If an enclosure is used, the plot 
plans shall show its location and specify its material as 8-foot masonry or 8-inch 
concrete masonry unit block walls. Any access door (metal or wood) shall face the 
interior of the permit site and away from the nearest property line. Any cracks or 
openings in the enclosure walls shall be caulked or filled on the interior façade or side 
facing the equipment. The center of the generator set shall be located no farther than 
5 feet from the enclosure wall nearest to the affected property line. Any wood doors 
shall be solid core, at least 1¾ inches thick, and equipped with seals and a threshold 
sweep. 

With the possibility of working as close as 25 feet from sensitive habitat, construction equipment 
noise on the pipeline segments would generate noise levels over 60 dBA LEQ within sensitive habitat 
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of the River corridor. At these distances, noise levels could be as high as 88.8 dBA LEQ. Therefore, 
impacts to nearby sensitive habitat would be potentially significant. Implementation of mitigation 
measures BIO-1 and BIO-2 would reduce potential impacts on nesting birds to below a level of 
significance.  

The term “substantial increase” in permanent noise is generally considered to be 10 dBA above 
current levels. However, an increase of 3 dBA is the smallest change that would be perceptible by 
humans, and this differential is often conservatively used to determine the significance of an impact. 
An increase of this magnitude would typically be caused by a doubling of traffic. Transportation 
noise sources for the project would be associated with intermittent vehicular trips by District 
employees for maintenance of the facility. However, project facilities would not increase the 
number of maintenance trips typically required compared to existing conditions. Implementation of 
mitigation measures NOI-1 and NOI-2 would ensure that ambient noise levels in the project vicinity 
would not be in excess of standards established in the local general plan or noise ordinance, or 
applicable standards of other agencies.  

b. Generation of excessive groundborne vibration or groundborne noise levels? Less Than Significant 
Impact. The construction and demolition activities required for the proposed replacement sewer 
mains and lift station are not anticipated to generate excessive groundborne vibrations or noise 
levels. No pile driving is anticipated to be necessary as part of project construction; the loudest 
source of potential vibration from project construction would be the potential use of a vibratory 
roller, which may be used to achieve soil compaction as part of foundation construction for the 
proposed lift station.  

No vibration-sensitive land uses (i.e., land uses where equipment or operations would be disrupted 
by excessive vibration) are located within 200 feet of the project alignment. Therefore, construction 
vibration would not affect vibration-sensitive land uses. Excessive levels of groundborne vibration of 
either a regular or an intermittent nature can result in annoyance to residential uses. The potential 
use of a vibratory roller for project construction, however, would not occur frequently during 
construction. As there is a relatively limited need for this piece of equipment during construction, it 
would likely be used very briefly and would affect an individual location for only a matter of minutes 
during a pass-by. Due to the temporary nature of construction activities and the infrequent 
potential use of a vibratory roller, impacts related to vibration are considered less than significant.  

c. For a project located within the vicinity of a private airstrip or an airport land use plan or, where such 
a plan has not been adopted, within two miles of a public airport or public use airport, would the 
project expose people residing or working in the project area to excessive noise levels? No Impact. 
The nearest airports to the project area are Fallbrook Community Airpark, located approximately 
5 miles to the north, and Marine Corps Air Station Camp Pendleton, located about 7.5 miles to the 
west. The project site is not located within noise impact zones for either airport. Therefore, there 
would be no impact associated with aircraft noise. 
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3.14 Population and Housing 
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Would the project:     

a. Induce substantial population growth in an area, either directly (for 
example, by proposing new homes and businesses) or indirectly (for 
example, through extension of roads or other infrastructure)? 

    

b. Displace substantial numbers of existing people or housing, 
necessitating the construction of replacement housing elsewhere?     

 
a. Induce substantial population growth in an area, either directly (for example, by proposing new 

homes and businesses) or indirectly (for example, through extension of roads or other 
infrastructure)? No Impact. The proposed project does not include any new homes or businesses, 
thus will not directly induce population growth. The project does not propose to substantially 
increase capital infrastructure or add new capacity intended to indirectly support new growth. 
Proposed improvements to wastewater facilities are intended to compensate for an existing deficit 
in system capacity. Therefore, the proposed project would not indirectly induce growth.  

b. Displace substantial numbers of existing people or housing, necessitating the construction of 
replacement housing elsewhere? No Impact. The proposed project would not require the removal of 
existing housing, and therefore, would not necessitate the construction of replacement housing 
elsewhere. No impact would occur. 

3.15 Public Services 
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Would the project result in substantial adverse physical impacts 
associated with the provision of new or physically altered governmental 
facilities, need for new or physically altered governmental facilities, the 
construction of which could cause significant environmental impacts, in 
order to maintain acceptable service ratios, response times, or other 
performance objectives for any of the public services: 

    

1) Fire protection?     
2) Police protection?     
3) Schools?     
4) Parks?     
5) Other public facilities?     
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1) Fire Protection? No Impact. Implementation of the proposed project would not result in substantial 
adverse physical impacts associated with the provision of new or physically altered fire protection 
facilities. Construction and operation of the proposed project would generate no additional demand 
for increased public services, as it would involve improvements to the existing sewer system. During 
construction, fire protection may be required, but these would be short-term demands and would 
not require increases in the level of public service offered or affect response times. No impact would 
occur. 

2) Police Protection? No Impact. There are no significant impacts related to police protection or service 
anticipated with implementation of the proposed project, for the same reasons described in 
Response 3.15(1).  

3) Schools? No Impact. The project does not propose new housing and would not directly or indirectly 
induce population growth such that there would be an increase in demand for school services. 
Therefore, implementation of the proposed project would not result in the need for construction of 
additional school facilities. No impact would occur. 

4) Parks? No Impact. Implementation of the proposed project would not affect existing park facilities 
or increase the demand for additional recreational facilities. Therefore, no impacts to parks are 
anticipated as a result of this project. 

5) Other Public Facilities? No Impact. No impacts to other public facilities are anticipated to occur with 
project implementation. 

3.16 Recreation 
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Would the project:     

a. Would the project increase the use of existing neighborhood and 
regional parks or other recreational facilities, such that substantial 
physical deterioration of the facility would occur or be accelerated? 

    

b. Does the project include recreational facilities or require the 
construction or expansion of recreational facilities, which might have 
an adverse physical effect on the environment? 

    

 
a. Would the project increase the use of existing neighborhood and regional parks or other recreational 

facilities, such that substantial physical deterioration of the facility would occur or be accelerated? 
No Impact. Implementation of the proposed project would not generate an increase in demand on 
existing public or private parks or other recreational facilities that would either result in or 
accelerate physical deterioration of these facilities. No impact would occur. 

b. Does the project include recreational facilities or require the construction or expansion of 
recreational facilities, which might have an adverse physical effect on the environment? No Impact. 
The proposed project does not include recreational facilities or require the construction or 
expansion of recreational facilities. No impact would occur.  
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3.17 Transportation 
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Would the project:     

a. Conflict with a program, plan, ordinance or policy addressing the 
circulation system, including transit, roadway, bicycle and pedestrian 
facilities? 

    

b. Would the project conflict or be inconsistent with CEQA Guidelines 
section 15064.3, subdivision (b)?     

c. Substantially increase hazards due to a design feature (e.g., sharp 
curves or dangerous intersections) or incompatible uses (e.g., farm 
equipment)? 

    

d. Result in inadequate emergency access?     
 
a. Conflict with a program, plan, ordinance or policy addressing the circulation system, including 

transit, roadway, bicycle and pedestrian facilities? Less Than Significant Impact. No long-term 
increase in traffic generation would occur as a result of the proposed project, as only minimal 
maintenance activity is anticipated for project operations. Project construction activities would 
temporarily contribute to additional vehicle trips on the local circulation system. Short-term 
construction traffic impacts would result from hauling demolition material away from the project 
site, importing/exporting fill to/from the site, delivering construction materials and supplies to the 
site, and transporting construction personnel to and from the site. It is assumed that primary access 
for construction traffic would be from SR 76. Construction would occur over an approximately 10-to-
12-month span.  

During peak hauling periods associated with transporting waste material off site and bringing 
building materials to the site, there is the potential for significant impacts to roadway segments and 
intersections along Old River Road and Camino Del Rey. As discussed in Section 2.8 Project 
Description, the project contractor would be required to prepare and implement a construction 
traffic control plan as a matter of project design to avoid significant construction-related impacts to 
nearby streets and intersections. The traffic control plan should include ingress and egress to and 
from the project site, as well as designated haul routes and use of flag persons. Many of the 
relatively narrow roadway segments within the project area would be subject to temporary lane 
closures during pipeline trenching and construction; however, most closures would maintain one 
lane of travel at all times, with a flag person(s) ensuring safe passage of vehicles approaching and 
passing through such areas. If road closures would be necessary, they would last for no more than a 
few days on the affected road segment, and alternate routes/detours would be established to 
accommodate diverted traffic. Driveway closures would be kept to a minimum, with blockages likely 
occurring for no more than a few hours at a time. Residents would be notified well in advance of 
impending closures or blockages related to project construction.  

Furthermore, the proposed project is not anticipated to affect public transit, bicycle, or pedestrian 
facilities. Based on these considerations, impacts to traffic during the construction and operation of 
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the project would be less than significant, and the project would not conflict with a program, plan, 
ordinance or policy addressing the circulation system, including transit, roadway, bicycle and 
pedestrian facilities. 

b. Would the project conflict or be inconsistent with CEQA Guidelines section 15064.3, subdivision (b)? 
No Impact. Refer to Response 3.17a, above. Since the proposed project would generate a short-
term increase in construction traffic and no increase in traffic associated with operation, the project 
would not conflict with CEQA Guidelines section 15064.3, subdivision (b). No impact would occur. 

c. Substantially increase hazards due to a design feature (e.g., sharp curves or dangerous intersections) 
or incompatible uses (e.g., farm equipment)? No Impact. The sewer system improvements 
associated with the proposed project would not include the construction of hazards (e.g., sharp 
curves or dangerous intersections), and would not result in incompatible uses with the surrounding 
developed area. Therefore, no impacts regarding design features or incompatible uses would occur.  

d. Result in inadequate emergency access? Less Than Significant Impact. Adequate emergency access 
would be maintained at all times during construction of the proposed project, as ensured by 
implementation of the traffic control plan described in Response 3.17a. Specifically, lane closures 
and/or blockages would be temporary and safe passage of vehicles approaching and passing 
through the area would be ensured by measures in the traffic control plan, including use of a flag 
person(s). Upon completion of the construction phases, the affected roadways and surrounding 
areas would be returned to their original condition. Associated impacts would be less than 
significant. Refer also to Response 3.9g. 

3.18 Tribal Cultural Resources 
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Would the project cause a substantial adverse change in the significance 
of a Tribal Cultural Resource (TCR), defined in Public Resources Code 
section 21074 as either a site, feature, place, cultural landscape that is 
geographically defined in terms of the size and scope of the landscape, 
sacred place, or object with cultural value to a California Native American 
tribe, and that is: 

    

a. Listed or eligible for listing in the California Register of Historical 
Resources, or in a local register of historical resources as defined in 
Public Resources Code section 5020.1(k), or 

    

b. A resource determined by the lead agency, in its discretion and 
supported by substantial evidence, to be significant pursuant to 
criteria set forth in subdivision (c) of Public Resources Code section 
5024.1. In applying the criteria set forth in subdivision (c) of Public 
Resources Code section 5024.1, the lead agency shall consider the 
significance of the resource to a California Native American tribe. 

    
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Discussion 

a. Would the project cause a substantial adverse change in the significance of a TCR that is listed or 
eligible for listing in the California Register of Historical Resources, or in a local register of historical 
resources as defined in Public Resources Code section 5020.1(k)? 

b. Would the project cause a substantial adverse change in the significance of a TCR that is a resource 
determined by the lead agency, in its discretion and supported by substantial evidence, to be 
significant pursuant to criteria set forth in subdivision (c) of Public Resources Code section 5024.1. In 
applying the criteria set forth in subdivision (c) of Public Resources Code section 5024.1, the lead 
agency shall consider the significance of the resource to a California Native American tribe? 

The following discussion addresses questions XVII(a) and (b). 

Assembly Bill (AB) 52, effective July 1, 2015, introduced the Tribal Cultural Resource (TCR) as a class of 
cultural resource and additional considerations relating to Native American consultation into CEQA. A 
TCR may be considered significant if included in a local or state register of historical resources; 
determined by the lead agency to be significant pursuant to criteria set forth in Public Resources Code 
§5024.1; is a geographically defined cultural landscape that meets one or more of these criteria; is a 
historical resource described in Public Resources Code §21084.1, a unique archaeological resources 
described in Public Resources Code §21083.2; or is a non-unique archaeological resource if it conforms 
with the above criteria.  

ASM contacted the NAHC for a Sacred Land File (SLF) search of the project site and for a list of 
consultant tribes with traditional lands or cultural places within the project site. A response was 
received on August 16, 2016, stating that a search of the SLF “was completed for the USGS quadrangle 
information provided with negative results.” It was noted that the absence of specific site information 
does not mean there are no Native American cultural resources within the project area. On August 16, 
2016, 28 local tribal groups and individuals were contacted based on recommendations from the Native 
American Heritage Commission (NAHC).  

Four tribes (the Pala Band of Mission Indians, the San Luis Rey Band of Mission Indians, the Rincon Band 
of Luiseno Indians, and the Viejas Band of Kumeyaay Indians) responded indicating that the project may 
be within their Traditional Use Areas and/or requested that the District include them in further 
correspondence about the project. The Viejas Tribe requested that a Kumeyaay cultural monitor and the 
San Luis Rey Band Tribe requested that a Lusieño Native American cultural monitor be present during 
ground disturbing activities. 

A formal consultation with the San Luis Rey Tribe of Mission Indians was held on November 5, 2018, and 
with the Pala Tribe on October 28, 2020, during which District staff provided an overview of the 
proposed project. Staff also indicated that this IS/MND requires that a Native American monitor shall be 
present during construction of the project as indicated by mitigation measure CUL-1. The District has 
also initiated consultation with the Rincon Band of Mission Indians, La Jolla Band of Luiseno Indians, San 
Pasqual Band of Mission Indians, and the Pauma Band of Luiseno Indians. 

Implementation of mitigation measures CUL-1 and CUL-2 would reduce potential impacts to TCRs to a 
less than significant level. 
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3.19 Utilities and Service Systems 
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Would the project:     

a. Require or result in the relocation or construction of new or 
expanded water, wastewater treatment or storm water drainage, 
electric power, natural gas, or telecommunications facilities, the 
construction or relocation of which could cause significant 
environmental effects? 

    

b. Have sufficient water supplies available to serve the project and 
reasonably foreseeable future development during normal, dry and 
multiple dry years? 

    

c. Result in a determination by the wastewater treatment provider 
which serves or may serve the project that it has adequate capacity 
to serve the project’s projected demand in addition to the provider’s 
existing commitments? 

    

d. Generate solid waste in excess of State or local standards, or in 
excess of the capacity of local infrastructure, or otherwise impair the 
attainment of solid waste reduction goals? 

    

e. Comply with federal, state, and local statutes and regulations related 
to solid waste?     

 
a. Require or result in the relocation or construction of new or expanded water, wastewater treatment 

or storm water drainage, electric power, natural gas, or telecommunications facilities, the 
construction or relocation of which could cause significant environmental effects? Less Than 
Significant Impact. The proposed project does not involve the construction of habitable structures 
that would generate water, electricity, or natural gas demand or require telecommunications 
facilities or wastewater storage and treatment facilities. The proposed replacement sewer mains 
and lift stations have been designed in response to existing wastewater demands and would not 
result in the construction or expansion of new water or wastewater treatment facilities or expansion 
of existing facilities. No permanent staffing requirements would be associated with the new lift 
stations, therefore demand for wastewater services would not increase due to implementation of 
the project. While the proposed lift stations would require electricity to operate the submersible 
wastewater pumps, the electricity demand would be minimal and not require the construction or 
relocation of new facilities. Impacts would be less than significant.  

b. Have sufficient water supplies available to serve the project and reasonably foreseeable future 
development during normal, dry and multiple dry years? Less Than Significant Impact. The proposed 
project does not involve the construction of habitable structures that could generate water demand. 
Impacts associated with water supplies would be less than significant. 

c. Result in a determination by the wastewater treatment provider which serves or may serve the 
project that it has adequate capacity to serve the project’s projected demand in addition to the 
provider’s existing commitments? No Impact. As described in 3.17a, above, the proposed project is 
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designed to meet existing wastewater demands and would not generate new wastewater flows. The 
proposed replacement sewer mains and lift stations have been designed in response to existing 
wastewater demands and would not result in the construction or expansion of new water or 
wastewater treatment facilities or expansion of existing facilities. Demand for wastewater services 
would not increase due to implementation of the infrastructure replacement project and there 
would be no impact related to wastewater treatment capacity at the SLRWTP.  

d. Be served by a landfill with sufficient permitted capacity to accommodate the project’s solid waste 
disposal needs? Less Than Significant Impact. While project construction would generate a limited 
amount of solid waste, the total volume would be minimal and impacts to landfills would be 
temporary and negligible. Excavated soil from trenching activities would be temporarily stockpiled 
and reused as appropriate. The remaining excess excavation material, along with any asphalt and 
concrete waste resulting from the demolition of existing roadways, would be hauled off site and 
disposed of at an appropriate facility. The proposed project does not include construction of 
businesses or residences that would require ongoing solid waste disposal services, and the proposed 
lift stations would not include restroom facilities. Sufficient landfill capacity exists to serve the 
project; therefore, impacts would be less than significant.  

e. Comply with federal, state, and local statutes and regulations related to solid waste? Less Than 
Significant Impact. The proposed project would comply with applicable, federal, state, and local 
statutes and regulations related to solid waste, including Title 14, Article 5.9 of the California Code 
of Regulations, which specifies regulatory requirements for the disposal of construction and 
demolition debris (CalRecycle 2016). Impacts would be less than significant. 

3.20 Wildfire 
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If located in or near state responsibility areas or lands classified as very 
high fire hazard severity zones, would the project: 

    

a. Substantially impair an adopted emergency response plan or 
emergency evacuation plan?     

b. Due to slope, prevailing winds, and other factors, exacerbate wildfire 
risks, and thereby expose project occupants to, pollutant 
concentrations from a wildfire or the uncontrolled spread of a 
wildfire? 

    

c. Require the installation or maintenance of associated infrastructure 
(such as roads, fuel breaks, emergency water sources, power lines or 
other utilities) that may exacerbate fire risk or that may result in 
temporary or ongoing impacts to the environment? 

    

d. Expose people or structures to significant risks, including downslope 
or downstream flooding or landslides, as a result of runoff, post-fire 
slope instability, or drainage changes? 

    
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The California Department of Forestry and Fire Protection (CALFIRE) has mapped areas of significant fire 
hazards in the County through their Fire and Resource Assessment Program (FRAP). These maps place 
areas of the County into different Fire Hazard Severity Zones (FHSZ) based upon fuels, terrain, weather, 
and other relevant factors. The FRAP divides areas of significant fire hazard into two designations: State 
Responsibility Areas (SRA), which are areas where CALFIRE is responsible for wildfire protection, and 
Local Responsibility Areas (LRA), where local fire protection agencies are responsible for wildfire 
protection. The majority of the unincorporated area of the County is SRA lands. The FHSZs are divided 
into three levels of fire hazard severity: Moderate, High, and Very High. The majority of the County is in 
the High and Very High FHSZ. According to the maps prepared for the project area by CALFIRE, the 
project includes components that are within High and Very High FHSZs (CALFIRE 2020).  

a. Substantially impair an adopted emergency response plan or emergency evacuation plan? Less than 
Significant Impact. The proposed project would not substantially impair an adopted emergency 
response plan or emergency evacuation plan. During construction, portions of the existing 
roadways, including Old River Road, Camino Del Rey, and Golf Club Drive, would be closed (e.g., up 
to one lane at a time). However, access would be maintained, and the project would utilize 
appropriate traffic control measures to ensure continued emergency response and evacuation 
access. As a matter of project design, the contractor would be required to prepare and comply with 
a traffic control plan which would include measures to minimize effects related to lane closures and 
ensure safe passage of evacuees or emergency response vehicles. Operation of the proposed project 
would not result in an increase in demand for emergency services, which could affect emergency 
response plan implementation. Therefore, emergency-related impacts would be less than 
significant.  

b. Due to slope, prevailing winds, and other factors, exacerbate wildfire risks, and thereby expose 
project occupants to, pollutant concentrations from a wildfire or the uncontrolled spread of a 
wildfire? Potentially Significant Unless Mitigated. The proposed project would not introduce 
permanent occupants. In addition, maintenance or construction workers would not be present for 
extended periods of time and would therefore not be exposed to substantial pollutants from 
wildfires that may occur in nearby areas. However, as discussed above, the project locations are 
within High and Very High FHSZs. To minimize the risk of losses resulting from wildfire, the following 
fire prevention strategies outlined in mitigation measure FIRE-1 would be implemented during 
project construction.  

Implementation of mitigation measure FIRE-1 would be required to reduce impacts to below a level 
of significance. 

FIRE-1 Fire Safety Plan. The following fire prevention strategies would be implemented during 
project construction: 

• Construction within areas of dense foliage during dry conditions will be avoided, 
when feasible. 

• In cases where avoidance is not feasible, brush fire prevention and management 
practices will be incorporated. Specifics of the brush management program will be 
incorporated into project construction documents. 

c. Require the installation or maintenance of associated infrastructure (such as roads, fuel breaks, 
emergency water sources, power lines or other utilities) that may exacerbate fire risk or that may 
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result in temporary or ongoing impacts to the environment? No Impact. The project includes the 
replacement of sewer mains and lift stations, which would not exacerbate fire risk or result in 
temporary or ongoing impacts to the environment. No impacts would occur. 

d. Expose people or structures to significant risks, including downslope or downstream flooding or 
landslides, as a result of runoff, post-fire slope instability, or drainage changes? No Impact. The 
project site is not located within an area identified as susceptible to landslides (County 2007). 
Project construction would occur within the ROW in previously disturbed roadways and easements, 
as well as within a former golf course and adjacent disturbed areas. Due to the location of the 
project and topography of the surrounding area, flooding from runoff is not anticipated to affect the 
project site. Therefore, the project would not expose people or structures to significant risks 
associated with runoff, post-fire slope instability, or drainage changes, and impacts would be less 
than significant. 

3.21 Mandatory Findings of Significance 
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Would the project:     

a. Does the project have the potential to degrade the quality of the 
environment, substantially reduce the habitat of a fish or wildlife 
species, cause a fish or wildlife population to drop below self-
sustaining levels, threaten to eliminate a plant or animal community, 
reduce the number or restrict the range of a rare or endangered 
plant or animal, or eliminate important examples of the major 
periods of California history or prehistory?  

    

b. Does the project have impacts that are individually limited, but 
cumulatively considerable (“cumulatively considerable” means the 
project’s incremental effects are considerable when compared to the 
past, present, and future effects of other projects)? 

    

c. Does the project have environmental effects which will have 
substantial adverse effects on human beings, directly or indirectly?     

 
a. Does the project have the potential to degrade the quality of the environment, substantially reduce 

the habitat of a fish or wildlife species, cause a fish or wildlife population to drop below self-
sustaining levels, threaten to eliminate a plant or animal community, reduce the number or restrict 
the range of a rare or endangered plant or animal, or eliminate important examples of the major 
periods of California history or prehistory? Potentially Significant Unless Mitigated. As described in 
Section 3.4, Biological Resources, the removal or trimming of trees and other vegetation within the 
project site during the general bird nesting season has the potential to result in impacts to nesting 
birds in violation of the MBTA and CFG Code. Implementation of mitigation measure BIO-1 would 
reduce potentially significant, temporary construction impacts to nesting birds to below a level of 
significance. No impacts to nesting birds are anticipated once the sewer mains and lift stations have 
been constructed. Project construction also has the potential to impact sensitive avian species 
including Cooper’s hawk, coastal California gnatcatcher, least Bell’s vireo, and yellow-breasted chat 
if construction activities were to take place adjacent to suitable habitat during the species’ 
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respective breeding seasons. Implementation of mitigation measure BIO-2 would reduce potentially 
significant, temporary construction impacts to Cooper’s hawk, coastal California gnatcatcher, least 
Bell’s vireo, and yellow-breasted chat to below a level of significance. The project would not reduce 
the habitat of a fish or wildlife species, as no sensitive habitat would be permanently removed. One 
acre of non-native grassland, which provides suitable habitat for San Diego black-tailed jackrabbit, 
would be temporarily removed during trenching in the former golf course; however, as a matter of 
project design, the trenched area would be returned to its pre-construction contours and 
revegetated with an appropriate native seed mix following completion of construction. No 
mitigation would be required for this temporary impact. The project would not cause a wildlife 
population to drop below self-sustaining levels, threaten to eliminate a plant or animal community, 
or reduce the number or restrict the range of a rare or endangered plant or animal. Refer to 
Section 4.4 for further discussion of these issue areas.  

As described in Section 3.5, Cultural Resources, no substantial adverse change in the significance of 
historical resources is anticipated to occur as a result of project implementation; thus, it would not 
eliminate important examples of the major periods of California history. The project has the 
potential to encounter buried archaeological and paleontological resources during excavation, 
which could result in significant impacts to important examples in California prehistory; 
implementation of mitigation measures CUL-1, CUL-2, and GEO-1 would ensure that important 
examples of California prehistory are not eliminated and potential impacts during construction 
would be reduced to below a level of significance. 

b. Does the project have impacts that are individually limited, but cumulatively considerable 
(“cumulatively considerable” means the project’s incremental effects are considerable when 
compared to the past, present, and future effects of other projects)? Less Than Significant Impact. 
Cumulative impacts are defined as two or more individual project effects that, when considered 
together or in concert with other projects, combine to result in a significant impact (CEQA 
Guidelines Section 15355). The proposed replacement lift station and sewer main project, which is 
almost exclusively limited to construction-related effects, would not result in impacts that are 
cumulatively considerable. No significant air or GHG emissions would occur, no sensitive habitat 
would be permanently removed, impacts to unknown buried cultural resources would be avoided 
through construction monitoring, and temporary noise effects would be limited through 
implementation of noise abatement measures.  

c. Does the project have environmental effects which will have substantial adverse effects on human 
beings, directly or indirectly? Potentially Significant Unless Mitigated. With the adherence to 
regulatory codes, ordinances, regulations, standards, and guidelines for a number of issue areas 
addressed herein, in conjunction with the discussed mitigation measures for cultural resources, 
noise (NOI-1 and NOI-2), and wildfire (FIRE-1), construction (and operation) of the proposed project 
would not result in a substantial adverse effect on human beings either directly or indirectly.  
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4.4 Report Preparers 

HELIX Environmental Planning, Inc. 
 
Joanne Dramko, AICP, Principal Planner, Project Manager 
Brendan Sullivan, Environmental Planner  
Jason Runyan, Noise Specialist 
Victor Ortiz, Air Quality Specialist 
Karl Osmundson, Principal Biologist 
Stacie Wilson, RPA, Archeologist 
Sean Bohac, GISP, GIS Specialist 
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CNEL  community noise equivalent level 
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kW kilowatt 
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LF linear feet 
LRA  Local Responsibility Area 
LS Lift Station 
 
MBTA  Migratory Bird Treaty Act 
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MT metric ton 
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PM10 particulate matter less than 10 microns in diameter 
PM2.5 particulate matter less than 2.5 microns in diameter 
PVC Polyvinyl Chloride 
 
RAQS Regional Air Quality Strategy 
River San Luis Rey River 
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Biological Resources Letter Report
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Cultural Resources Study
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Figure 2. Current survey area shown on the Bonsall USGS 7.5-minute Quad. 
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Figure 3. Current survey area shown on an aerial photograph. 
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